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RESOURCES FOR TEACHING AND RESEARCHING IRELAND’S 

MAGDALENE LAUNDRIES 
 

 

 

JUSTICE FOR MAGDALENES RESEARCH 
 

● Justice for Magdalenes Research Website (2014-): http://jfmresearch.com/ 

● Justice for Magdalenes Website (2008-2013), archived at: 

https://web.archive.org/web/20171222000206/http://www.magdalenelaundries.com/  

● Justice for Magdalenes Research Archive: http://repository.wit.ie/JFMA/ 

● Adoption Rights Alliance: http://adoption.ie  

● Clann Project (JFMR/ARA): http://clannproject.org/ 

● Open Heart City Collective: www.openheartcitydublin.ie  
 

JUSTICE FOR MAGDALENES CAMPAIGN, 2009-2013 
 

● http://jfmresearch.com/home/jfm-political-campaign-2009-2013/ 

 

● McGettrick, Claire, Katherine O’Donnell, Maeve O’Rourke, James M. Smith and Mari Steed, Ireland and 

the Magdalene Laundries: A Campaign for Justice. Bloomsbury/I.B. Tauris, 2021. 

o http://jfmresearch.com/books/ireland-and-the-magdalene-laundries-a-campaign-for-justice/ 

 

● Smith, James M., Maeve O’Rourke, Raymond Hill, Claire McGettrick, with additional input from 

Katherine O’Donnell and Mari Steed, State Involvement in the Magdalene Laundries. JFM’s Principal 

Submission to the Inter-Departmental Committee to Establish the Facts of State Involvement with the 

Magdalen Laundries. 18 August 2012. 

o http://jfmresearch.com/wp-

content/uploads/2017/03/State_Involvement_in_the_Magdalene_Laundries_public.pdf 

 

ACADEMIC ARTICLES ON THE JUSTICE FOR MAGDALENES CAMPAIGN 
 

● O’Donnell, Katherine. “Academics Becoming Activists: Reflections on Some Ethical Issues of the Justice 

for Magdalenes Campaign.” Irishness on the Margins: Minority and Dissident Identities, edited by Pilar 

Villar-Argáiz, Palgrave-Macmillan, 2018, pp. 77-100. 
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● O’Rourke, Maeve and James M. Smith. “Ireland’s Magdalene Laundries: Confronting a History Not Yet 

in the Past.” A Century of Progress? Irish Women Reflect, edited by Alan Hayes and Máire Meagher, 

Arlen House, 2016, pp. 107-34. 
 

● O’Rourke, Maeve. “The Justice for Magdalenes Campaign.” Implementing International Human Rights: 

Perspectives from Ireland, edited by S. Egan, Bloomsbury, 2016. pp. 145-68. 
 

● Smith, James. “The Justice for Magdalenes Campaign.” In Plain Sight: Responding to the Ferns, Ryan, 

Murphy and Cloyne Reports, edited by Carole Holohan, Amnesty International-Ireland, 2011. pp. 372-77. 

 

ADVOCACY JOURNALISM BY JUSTICE FOR MAGDALENES RESEARCH 
 

● http://jfmresearch.com/publications/opinion-editorials/ 

 

ADVOCACY LECTURES/TALKS BY JUSTICE FOR MAGDALENES RESEARCH 

 

● McGettrick, born Lorraine Hughes, Claire. “The Archival Preservation of Survivor Testimony” Archives, 

Access & Human Rights, Royal Irish Academy, 13th June, 2024. 

o https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GQwc_umKJlM  

 

——. “Magdalene Names Project” Gender Arc Project seminar series, University of Limerick, 21st 

November 2017. 

o https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KtJd_o-OD0Q  

 

● O’Donnell, Katherine. “The History and Present Legacy of Magdalene Institutions in Ireland” Rua Red 

Gallery, 2022. 

 

● O’Rourke, Maeve. “Institutional Archives and Human Rights Implications of Lack of Access to Them” 

Archives, Access & Human Rights, Royal Irish Academy, 13th June, 2024. 

o https://youtu.be/J1UdL7rwGJ8?si=lC2N-FFdzyeqbmJa  

 

——. “2022 Keynote” Public Interest Law Network (PILnet), 2023. 

o https://www.pilnet.org/event/pilnet-global-forum/2022-global-forum-videos/  

 

——. “Mother and Baby Homes, Magdalene Laundries and survivors’ call for an all-Ireland human rights-

based response” University College Dublin Newman Centre, 2021.  

o https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UAtobvjU7Mg  

 

——. “Comhrá le Marian Richardson with Dr Maeve O’Rourke” Mill Theatre, 2020.  

o https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mCOfyA4ckg4  

mailto:info@jfmresearch.com
http://jfmresearch.com/publications/opinion-editorials/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GQwc_umKJlM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KtJd_o-OD0Q
https://youtu.be/J1UdL7rwGJ8?si=lC2N-FFdzyeqbmJa
https://www.pilnet.org/event/pilnet-global-forum/2022-global-forum-videos/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UAtobvjU7Mg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mCOfyA4ckg4


3 

 

 
Compiled by Prof James M. Smith / © Justice for Magdalenes Research 2018. Updated 2023, 2025.  

Distribution is encouraged, however alterations are not permitted. 
 

This bibliography is representative and not meant to be comprehensive. Inclusion of materials does not imply an endorsement of opinions 
contained therein. You are welcome to email info@jfmresearch.com with suggested titles for inclusion. Thank you. 

 

 

——. “Eclipsed Q&A with Dr Maeve O’Rourke” Mill Theatre, 2020.  

o https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rGv-nRGK6CU 

 

——. “Why apologise today for historic abuse?” TEDxUCD, 2015.  

o https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OgjH7zCXFok 

 

——. “Ireland’s Magdalene Laundries.” TEDxHolborn, 2014.  

o https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xb0d-lOJx9U 

 

● Smith, James M. “Ireland’s Magdalene Laundries, Academic Advocacy, and Restorative Justice.” Stephen 

E. King Chair Lecture Series, University of Maine, 7 March 2018. 

o https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W5rr1Iwxm50&feature=youtu.be  

 

● Steed, Mari. “JFM: The Little NGO That Could.” SNAP Conference Dublin, 2012.  

o https://vimeo.com/65167202 

 

MAGDALENE NAMES PROJECT 
 

● Main page: http://jfmresearch.com/home/magdalene-names-project/  
 

● McGettrick, Claire, Katherine O’Donnell, Maeve O’Rourke, James M. Smith and Mari Steed. “Chapter 

Eight: Bringing Up the Dead: Burials and Land Deals at High Park.” In McGettrick, Claire, Katherine 

O’Donnell, Maeve O’Rourke, James M. Smith and Mari Steed, Ireland and the Magdalene Laundries: A 

Campaign for Justice. Bloomsbury/I.B. Tauris, 2021, pp. 163-180. 

 

● McGettrick, Claire. “Guerrilla Archive: Donnybrook and the Magdalene Names Project.” In A Dublin 

Magdalene Laundry: Donnybrook and Church-State Power in Ireland, edited by Mark Coen, Katherine 

O’Donnell and Maeve O’Rourke, Bloomsbury Academic, 2023, pp. 235-52. 

 

● McGettrick, Claire. “Death, Institutionalisation and Duration of Stay.” Critique of Chapter 16 of 

McAleese Report, which includes an outline of the circumstances surrounding the exhumations at High 

Park Magdalene Laundry:  

o http://jfmresearch.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/JFMR_Critique_190215.pdf  
 

● Map of Magdalene Laundry and Magdalene Burial Sites:  

o http://jfmresearch.com/home/map-of-magdalene-laundries-and-grave-locations  
 

● Flowers for Magdalenes:  

o http://jfmresearch.com/home/flowers-for-magdalenes/  
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SURVIVOR TESTIMONY 
 

● Buckley, Sarah Anne and John Cunningham, The Tuam Oral History Project, University of Galway. 

o https://www.universityofgalway.ie/tuam-oral-history/ 

 

● Harney, Mary, and Mari Steed, Caitróna Palmer, Terri Harrison, Rosemary Adaser, Conrad Bryan, Susan 

Lohan, and Connie Roberts, “Testimony,” Éire-Ireland: An Interdisciplinary Journal of Irish Studies, 55, 

1&2 (2020): 17-34. 

 

● Legg, Kathleen. Whispering Hope: The True Story of the Magdalene Women, Orion Publishing, 2016. 
 

● O’Donnell, Katherine, Sinéad Pembroke and Claire McGettrick. Magdalene Institutions: Recording an 

Oral and Archival History.  

o http://jfmresearch.com/home/oralhistoryproject/ 
 

● O’Donnell, Katherine, and Claire McGettrick with James M. Smith, Maeve O’Rourke and Claire 

Moriarty. Dublin Honours Magdalenes Listening Exercise Report Vol. 1: Report on Key Findings. Justice 

for Magdalenes Research, 2020. 

o http://jfmresearch.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/DHM-Listening-Exercise-Report_Vol-1.pdf 

 

● O’Mahoney, Jennifer. The Waterford Memories Project: Oral History  

o https://www.waterfordmemories.com/our-projects 

 

● Sullivan, Maureen. Girl in the Tunnel: My Story of Love and Loss as a Survivor of the Magdalene 

Laundries, Merrion Press, 2023. 

 

SURVIVOR TESTIMONY JOURNALISM 
 

● Polaneczky, Ronnie. “The Woman Who Exposed Ireland’s Magdalene Laundries.” Philadelphia 

Magazine, 23 May 2013.  

o http://www.phillymag.com/articles/woman-exposed-ireland-magdalene-laundries-asylum/ 
 

● Roberts, Sue Lloyd. “I Want an Apology Before I Die.” The Daily Mail 27, September 2014. 

o http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2771725/I-want-apology-I-die-The-wayward-women-

abused-nuns-Ireland-s-notorious-Magdalene-laundries-demanding-justice-two-decades-one-

closed.html 
 

 

● Ryan, Carol. “Seeking Redress for a Mother’s Life in a Workhouse.” New York Times, 6 February 2013. 

o http://www.nytimes.com/2013/02/07/world/europe/seeking-redress-in-ireland-over-magdalene-

laundry.html    
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o http://www.telegraph.co.uk/women/womens-politics/9878223/Irelands-Magdalene-Laundries-I-

hope-my-birth-mother-can-now-rest-in-peace.html 

● Ryan, Orla. “‘I could feel the blood draining from me’: Magdalene survivor criticizes ‘frightening’ UN 

decision,” thejournal.ie, 19th February 2023. 

o https://www.thejournal.ie/elizabeth-coppin-uncat-decision-5997125-Feb2023/ 

_____. “‘I feel deflated, so low’: Magdalene Laundry Survivor Loses Case at UN Committee Against 

Torture,” 14 February 2023. 

o https://www.thejournal.ie/elizabeth-coppin-un-committee-against-torture-verdict-5993916-

Feb2023/ 

 

TAOISEACH’S APOLOGY, FEBRUARY 19th, 2013 
 

● https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hOQyl7ZpoH8 

 

JUSTICE FOR MAGDALENES RESEARCH YOUTUBE CHANNELS 
 

● https://www.youtube.com/channel/UClnCoyJXn5gjxgcGiL1BudQ 

● https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAqwVSH_mP3eMOCw2HQAJBg  

 

GOVERNMENT REPORTS AND LEGISLATION 
 

● Department of Justice and Equality. General Scheme of Bill: Redress for Women Who Were in Certain 

Institutions Bill. 8 August 2014. 

_____. Addendum to the Terms of Magdalen Restorative Justice Ex Gratia Scheme in Respect of Women 

Who Worked in the Laundries in the 12 ‘Magdalen’ Institutions and Who Were Resident in One of the 14 

Adjoining Institutions. November 2018. 

_____. Terms of an Ex Gratia Scheme for Women Who Were Admitted to and Worked in Magdalen 

Laundries, St. Mary’s Training Centre Stanhope Street and House of Mercy Training School Summerhill 

Wexford. Updated November 2018. 

 

● Inter-Departmental Committee to Establish the Facts of State Involvement with the Magdalen Laundries, 

Interim Progress Report, 20 October 2011. 

 

● Ireland. Report of the Interdepartmental Committee to establish the facts of State involvement with the 

Magdalen Laundries. 5 February 2013. 

o http://www.justice.ie/en/JELR/Pages/MagdalenRpt2013  

o Available to download as a single PDF from JFMR’s website at this location: 

http://jfmresearch.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/McAleese-Report.pdf  
 

● Ireland. Magdalen Commission Report. http://www.justice.ie/en/JELR/Pages/PB13000255 
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● National Centre for Research and Remembrance Consultation Findings, April 2024. 

o https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-children-disability-and-equality/publications/national-

centre-consultation-and-engagement/ 

 

● National Centre for Research and Remembrance Steering Group, Response to the National Centre 

Consultation Report, April 2024. 

o https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-children-disability-and-equality/publications/national-

centre-consultation-and-engagement/ 

 

● Report of the Inter Departmental Group on the Implementation of the Recommendations of Judge Quirke 

Contained in His Report, “On the establishment of an ex gratia Scheme and related matters for the benefit 

of those women who were admitted to and worked in the Magdalen Laundries,” September 2013. 

 

● Tyndall, Peter. Opportunity Lost: An Investigation by the Ombudsman into the Administration of the 

Magdalen Restorative Justice Scheme, Office of the Ombudsman, Dublin 2017 

 

HUMAN RIGHTS 
 

● See JFM and JFMR submissions to the Irish Human Rights Commission and various United Nations 

Committees, including UNCAT 2011 and 2017, and the corresponding concluding observations from 

human rights bodies:  

o https://jfmresearch.com/accountability/  

 

● Irish Human Rights Commission. Assessment of the Human Rights Issues Arising in Relation to the 

‘Magdalen Laundries, November 2010. 

 

● Irish Human Rights Commission. Follow-Up Report on State Involvement with Magdalen Laundries, June 

2013. 

 

ELIZABETH COPPIN V IRELAND: UN COMMITTEE AGAINST TORTURE CASE 
 

● Irish Centre for Human Rights. “Elizabeth Coppin publishes response to Committee Against Torture’s 

Decision” (2023) 

o Includes Elizabeth Coppin’s case papers 

o https://www.universityofgalway.ie/irish-centre-human-rights/newsevents/elizabeth-coppin-

publishes-response-to-committee-against-tortures-decision.html  
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● Irish Centre for Human Rights. “UN Committee Against Torture delivers landmark admissibility 

decision” (2020)  

o Includes links to media interviews by Elizabeth Coppin and other coverage 

o https://www.universityofgalway.ie/irish-centre-human-rights/newsevents/newsarchive/un-

committee-against-torture-delivers-landmark-admissibility-decision.html  

 

MAGDALENE LAUNDRIES IN NORTHERN IRELAND  
 

● Mahon, Deirdre, Maeve O’Rourke and Phil Scraton. Mother and Baby Institutions, Magdalene Laundries 

and Workhouses in Northern Ireland: Truth, Acknowledgement and Accountability: Report of the Truth 

Recovery Panel for the Northern Ireland Executive. Truth Recovery Design Panel, 2021. 

o https://aran.library.nuigalway.ie/handle/10379/17276  

 

● McCormick, Leanne, Sean O’Connell, John Privilege and Olivia Dee. Mother and baby homes and 

Magdalene Laundries in Northern Ireland, 1922-1990. Department of Health, 2021. 

o https://www.health-ni.gov.uk/publications/research-report-mother-and-baby-homes-and-

magdalene-laundries-northern-ireland  

 

● McCormick, Leanne, Sean O’Connell, Interim Report, Truth Recovery Independent Panel Seeking the 

Truth, May 2024. 

 

● O’Rourke, Maeve. A Human Rights Framework: Background Research for the Truth Recovery Design 

Process. Truth Recovery Design Panel, 2021. 

o https://aran.library.nuigalway.ie/handle/10379/17277  

 

EDUCATION—CURRICULUM & PEDAGOGY RESOURCES 
 

● In May 2025, Ireland’s National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (NCAA) published extensive 

curriculum resources to assist the teaching of Ireland’s 20th century institutional and family separation 

abuses through Junior Cycle History, CSPE and English units and classroom-based assessments. JMFR 

and the CLANN Project was proud to collaborate on this initiative. 

 

o Junior Cycle History 

o Junior Cycle CSPE 

o Junior Cycle English 

 

● “Home: Education,” A way to introduce students to the reality of Ireland’s Mother and Baby Homes 

through the experiences of those affected. The Abbey Theatre, Dublin 
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CREATIVE LITERATURE 
 

● Barry, Sebastian. The Secret Scripture, Faber and Faber, 2008. 

● Bolger, Dermot. A Second Life: A Renewed Novel. New Island Books, 2010. 

● Brogan, Patricia Burke. Eclipsed. Salmon Drama, 1994. 

—— . Stained Glass at Samhain. Salmon Drama, 2003. 

____ . Above the Waves Calligraphy. Salmon Poetry, 1994. 

● Brown, Noelle. Postscript. 2013. 

● Bruen, Ken. The Magdalen Martyrs: A Jack Taylor Novel. Minotaur Books, 2006. 

● Conlon-McKenna, Marita. The Magdalen. Forge Books, 2002. 

● Dilworth, Rachel. The Wild Rose Asylum: Poems of the Magdalen Laundries of Ireland. Akron Series in 

Poetry, 2009. 

● Ní Ghráda, Máiréad. An Triail / The Trial. An Gum, 2003 

● Lowe, Louise. Laundry. Anu Productions, 2011.  

● Keegan, Claire. Small Things Like These. Grove Press, 2021. 

● McInerney, Lisa. The Glorious Heresies. Tim Duggan Books, 2015. 

 

LIFE WRITING/MEMOIR 
 

● Corless, Catherine. Belonging. Hachette Books, 2021. 

● Goulding, June. The Light in the Window. Poolbeg, 1998. 

● Hogan, Caelainn. The Republic of Shame, Penguin 2020. 

● Matley, Margaret. Always in the Convent Shadow. Wolfhound Press, 1991. 

● McDonagh, Rosaleen. Unsettled. Skein Press, 2021. 

● Palmer, Caitríona. An Affair with my Mother: A story of Adoption, Secrecy and Love. Penguin, 2015. 

● Rodgers, J.P. For the Love of My Mother. Headline Publishing, 2005. 

● Sixsmith, Martin. The Lost Child of Philomena Lee: A Mother, Her Son, and a Fifty-year Search. 

Macmillan, 2009. 

● Sutherland, Halliday, Irish Journey, Devin-Adair Company, 1958. 

● Wills, Clair. Missing Persons or, My Grandmother’s Secrets, Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2024. 

 

ART/VISUAL CULTURE 
 

● Fenster, Diane. Secrets of the Magdalene Laundries.  

o http://www.dianefenster.com/secrets.html 
 

● Flynn, Mannix. “State-Meant: Call me by my name.” Far Cry Productions. 

o http://www.farcryproductions.ie/  
 

● Glynn, Evelyn. Breaking the Rule of Silence. Limerick College of Art, 2011. 

o http://www.magdalenelaundrylimerick.com  
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o http://www.lit.ie/lsad/GallerySpace/Exhibitions/Breaking%20The%20Rule%20Of%20Silence;%

20Bearing%20Witness%20to%20the%20Magdalene%20Laundry.aspx  

o https://www.irishtimes.com/culture/tv-radio-web/we-should-be-recovering-our-magdalen-

history-not-burying-it-1.634425 
 

● Lowry, Alison. (A)Dressing Our Hidden Truths: An Artistic Response to the Legacy of Mother and Baby 

Homes and Magdalene Laundries. Edited by Audrey Whitty in association with the National Museum of 

Ireland exhibition. National Museum of Ireland, 2019. 

o https://www.museum.ie/en-IE/Museums/Decorative-Arts-History/Exhibitions/Alison-Lowry-

(A)Dressing-Our-Hidden-Truths 

o https://alisonlowry.co.uk/adressing-our-hidden-truths/ 

 

● Mc Mahon. Maedhbh. “Procession.”  

o http://dnote.website/?dnote=maedhbh-mcmahon-procession 
 

● Nagle, Mary. Memorare, LSAD Gallery, Limerick School of Art and Design, 17-28 February 2020. 

o https://www.marynagle.ie/work.html  

 

● Parry, Cheryl. “The Magdalene Laundries, 2007.”  

o https://cherylparry.com/portfolio/the-magdalene-laundries/  
 

● Romero, Rachael. “The Magdalene Laundries.”  

o http://rachaelromero.com/magdalene-laundry/4553654655 

 

FILM 
 

● The Magdalene Sisters. Directed by Peter Mullan (Lionsgate, 2003). 

● Philomena. Directed by Stephen Frears (Weinstein, 2013). 

● Sinners. Directed by Aisling Walsh (BBC Northern Ireland, 2002). 

● The Woman in the Wall, Created by Joe Murtagh (BBC One, 2023) 

 

DOCUMENTARY FILM-FEATURE 
 

● Ireland’s Dirty Laundry, 2-part documentary. Produced. Gerry Gregg, RTÉ One, March 2nd and 9th, 2022 

 

● Les Blanchisseuses de Magdalen. By Nicolas Glimois and Chrisophe Weber, produced by Arnaud 

Hanelin, France3/Sunset Preste, 1998.  

o [Available as Convents of Shame from Marathon International Video] 

 

● Stolen, Directed and Written, Margo Harkin, Besom Productions, November 3, 2023. Available on RTÉ 

Player at: https://www.rte.ie/player/movie/stolen-e1/546244136025  

mailto:info@jfmresearch.com
http://www.lit.ie/lsad/GallerySpace/Exhibitions/Breaking%20The%20Rule%20Of%20Silence;%20Bearing%20Witness%20to%20the%20Magdalene%20Laundry.aspx
http://www.lit.ie/lsad/GallerySpace/Exhibitions/Breaking%20The%20Rule%20Of%20Silence;%20Bearing%20Witness%20to%20the%20Magdalene%20Laundry.aspx
https://www.irishtimes.com/culture/tv-radio-web/we-should-be-recovering-our-magdalen-history-not-burying-it-1.634425
https://www.irishtimes.com/culture/tv-radio-web/we-should-be-recovering-our-magdalen-history-not-burying-it-1.634425
https://www.museum.ie/en-IE/Museums/Decorative-Arts-History/Exhibitions/Alison-Lowry-(A)Dressing-Our-Hidden-Truths
https://www.museum.ie/en-IE/Museums/Decorative-Arts-History/Exhibitions/Alison-Lowry-(A)Dressing-Our-Hidden-Truths
http://dnote.website/?dnote=maedhbh-mcmahon-procession
https://cherylparry.com/portfolio/the-magdalene-laundries/
http://rachaelromero.com/magdalene-laundry/4553654655
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt28511338/
https://www.rte.ie/player/movie/stolen-e1/546244136025


10 

 

 
Compiled by Prof James M. Smith / © Justice for Magdalenes Research 2018. Updated 2023, 2025.  

Distribution is encouraged, however alterations are not permitted. 
 

This bibliography is representative and not meant to be comprehensive. Inclusion of materials does not imply an endorsement of opinions 
contained therein. You are welcome to email info@jfmresearch.com with suggested titles for inclusion. Thank you. 

 

 

● Testimony, Directed, Aoife Kelleher, Produced, Aoife Kelleher and Rachel Lysaght, February 28, 2025. 

 

● The Forgotten Maggies. Produced by Steven O’Riordan. 

o https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y4VAdN7HaxQ” 
 

● The Magdalenes. Produced by Nick Carew, TrueTube, 2013.  

o Available at: https://www.truetube.co.uk/film/magdalenes  
 

● Washing Away the Stain, Directed by Sarah Barclay and Andrea Miller, BBC 2 Scotland, 1993. 
 

● Witness: Sex in a Cold Climate, Produced by Steve Humphries, Testimony Films for Channel 4, 1998. 

o  Available on YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FtxOePGgXPs 

 

DOCUMENTARY FILM-NEWS MAGAZINE SEGMENT 
 

● “Ireland’s Hidden Bodies, Hidden Secrets,” Produced by Sue Lloyd-Roberts (“Our World,” BBC News 

Channel, 5 October 2014).   

o https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MyE4Nuw_U1k&t=74s 
 

● “Magdalene Laundries.” 60 Minutes, narrated by Steve Croft, produced by L. Franklin Devine, CBS 

News, 1999.  

o Available online at https://www.cbsnews.com/videos/the-magdalen-laundries/ 
 

● “Magdalene Laundries.” Our World, produced by Sue Lloyd-Roberts, BBC News Channel, 27 September 

2014.   

o https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ChDRDrb7e-U&feature=youtu.be 
 

● “The Magdalene Laundries.” Primetime. Produced by Tanya Sillem, RTÉ, September 2012.  

o https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nIXnMMkVPcs&feature=youtu.be 

 

● “Magdalene Laundry Apology,” Primetime, produced by Tanya Sillem, RTÉ, February 2013. 

o https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fUO1HkE3wNE  
 

● “Private members’ bill to provide for a State apology to Magdalene women.” Tonight with Vincent 

Browne, TV3, February 2013.  

o https://vimeo.com/59733042  
 

● “Slave Labour: Magdalene Laundries disgraced Irish Catholic women.” By Sean Mallen, produced by 

Mia Sheldon. Global HD, Canada 2012.  

o https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hD9uffgeg7w&t=48s 
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RADIO INTERVIEWS/DOCUMENTARY 
 

● NPR Interview with Mari Steed 

o http://www.npr.org/2013/02/24/172740950/irish-women-emerge-from-shadows-of-national-

shame 
 

● “Magdalene Laundry Institute for Outcast Women”, RTÉ Documentary on One, produced by Julian 

Vignoles, November 1992. 

o https://www.rte.ie/radio1/doconone/2013/0207/647346-radio-documentary-magdalene-laundry-

galway/  

● “Close The Door - Magdalen Laundries”, RTÉ Documentary on One, produced and presented by Padraic 

Dolan, March 1990. 

o https://www.rte.ie/radio1/doconone/2011/0209/646632-radio-documentary-close-the-door/  

 

PODCASTS 

 

● “The Magdalene Laundries, Ireland,” 6 Part Series, A Drop In The Ocean Podcast, 2022-23. 

 

“The Magdalene Laundries,” Criminal Podcast. April 28, 2023. 

 

● “Mari Steed – Ireland and the Magdalene Laundries,” Parachute Candidate Podcast. Maria Walshe. 

November 23, 2023. 

 

● “Remembering the Magdalene Laundries,” BBC Radio 4 Woman’s House Podcast. May 10, 2019. 

 

● “Magdalenes and I: Truth, Justice and Triumph,” Steven O’Riordan Podcast. November 2024. 

 

● “Redacted Lives,” Presented by Orla Ryan, Produced by Nicky Ryan and Sinead O’Carroll, TheJournal.ie 

podcast. October 2022. 

 

● “Other Stories from the Tuam Mother & Baby Home,” Narrated by Cillian Murphy, The Tuam Oral 

History Project, University of Galway. 2020. 

 

● “The Papal Visit: Conall Ó Fátharta and Maeve O’Rourke” The Irish Times Women’s Podcast, 23 August 

2018. 

 

  

mailto:info@jfmresearch.com
http://www.npr.org/2013/02/24/172740950/irish-women-emerge-from-shadows-of-national-shame
http://www.npr.org/2013/02/24/172740950/irish-women-emerge-from-shadows-of-national-shame
https://www.rte.ie/radio1/doconone/2013/0207/647346-radio-documentary-magdalene-laundry-galway/
https://www.rte.ie/radio1/doconone/2013/0207/647346-radio-documentary-magdalene-laundry-galway/
https://www.rte.ie/radio1/doconone/2011/0209/646632-radio-documentary-close-the-door/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLSjm6JQzHWac7DdUUSEJqIMIvlKp-HOk9
https://open.spotify.com/episode/1IFdGnmCYEdGUGTrXnlEmC#:~:text=When%20she%20was%2014%20years,special%20merch%20deals%2C%20and%20more.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D9hpAZoeZ50
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m0004sbw
https://shows.acast.com/the-magdalenes-and-i
https://open.spotify.com/show/0V5nt8MujiWlrYVfcdxmhJ
https://www.universityofgalway.ie/tuam-oral-history/podcasts/


12 

 

 
Compiled by Prof James M. Smith / © Justice for Magdalenes Research 2018. Updated 2023, 2025.  

Distribution is encouraged, however alterations are not permitted. 
 

This bibliography is representative and not meant to be comprehensive. Inclusion of materials does not imply an endorsement of opinions 
contained therein. You are welcome to email info@jfmresearch.com with suggested titles for inclusion. Thank you. 

 

ACADEMIC BOOKS/CULTURAL HISTORY 
 

● Black, Lyndsey, Gender and Punishment in Ireland: Women, Murder and the Death Penalty, 1922-64. 

Manchester University Press, 2022. 

 

● Clough, Miryam, Shame, the Church and the Regulation of Female Sexuality. Routledge, 2019. 

 

● Coen, Mark, Katherine O’Donnell and Maeve O’Rourke (Eds.), A Dublin Magdalene Laundry: 

Donnybrook and Church-State Power in Ireland. Bloomsbury Academic, 2023. 

 

● Finnegan, Frances. Do Penance or Perish. Oxford University Press, 2004. 

 

● Haughton, Miriam, Mary McAuliffe, & Emilie Pine (Eds.), Legacies of the Magdalen Laundries: 

Commemoration, Gender, and the Postcolonial Carceral State. Manchester University Press, 2021. 

 

● Hogan, Caelainn, Republic of Shame: How Ireland Punished ‘Fallen Woman’ and their Children. 

Penguin, 2020. 

 

● Gallen, James. Transitional Justice and the Historical Abuses of Church and State. Cambridge University 

Press, 2023. 

 

● Gott, Chloe K., Experience, Identity & Epistemic Injustice within Ireland’s Magdalene Laundries. 

Bloomsbury Academic, 2022. 

 

● Luddy, Maria. Prostitution and Irish Society, 1889-1940. Cambridge University Press, 2007. 

—— Women and Philanthropy in Nineteenth Century Ireland. Cambridge University Press, 1995. 

 
 

● McCarthy, Rebecca Lea. The Origins of the Magdalene Laundries: An Analytic History. McFarland, 2010. 

 

● McAlinden, Anne-Marie, Marie Keenan, James Gallen, Transforming Justice Responses to Non-Recent 

Institutional Abuses. Oxford University Press, 2025. 

 

● McGettrick, Claire, Katherine O’Donnell, Maeve O’Rourke, James M. Smith, & Mari Steed, Ireland and 

the Magdalene Laundries: A Campaign for Justice. Bloomsbury/I.B. Tauris, 2021. 
 

● Milotte, Mike. Banished Babies. New Island Books, 2012. 

 

● O’Donnell, Katherine, Maeve O’Rourke & James M. Smith (Eds.), REDRESS: Ireland’s Institutions and 

Transitional Justice. University College Dublin Press, 2022. 
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_____ (Eds.), “Towards Transitional Justice in Ireland: Addressing Legacies of Harm,” Éire-Ireland: An 

Interdisciplinary Journal of Irish Studies. Double Special Issue. 55: 1&2 (Spring/Summer 2020). 

 

● O’Sullivan, Eoin and Ian O’Donnell (eds.), Coercive Confinement in Ireland: Patients, Prisoners and 

Penitents. Manchester University Press, 2012. 
 

● Prunty, Jacinta. The Monasteries, Magdalen Asylums and Reformatory Schools of Our Lady of Charity in 

Ireland, 1853-1973. Columba Press, 2017. 

_____. Dublin Slums, 1800-1925: A Study in Urban Geography. Irish Academic Press, 1998. 

 
 

● Raftery, Mary and Eoin O’Sullivan. Suffer the Little Children. New Island Books, 1999. 

 

● Sebbane, Nathalie. Memorialising the Magdalene Laundries: From Story to History. Peter Lang Ltd., 

2021. 
 

● Smith, James M. Ireland’s Magdalen Laundries and the Nation’s Architecture of Containment. University 

of Notre Dame, 2007. 

 

 

SELECT RECENT PEER REVIEW JOURNAL ARTICLES 
 

● Black, Lynsey. “Gendering postcolonial penality: The religious detention of women in Ireland.” 

Theoretical Criminology, 29, 2 (May 2025): 161-78. 

 

● Black, Lynsey and Sinéad Ring, “Historical Gendered Institutional Violence: A Research Agenda for 

Criminologists,” Journal of Contemporary Criminal Justice, 39,1 (2023): 17-37. 

 

● Brangan, Louise. “States of denial: Magdalene Laundries in twentieth-century Ireland,” Punishment & 

Society,  26, 2 (April 2024): 394-413. 

 

● Clough, Miryam. “Atoning Shame?” Feminist Theology, 23, 1 (2014): 6-17. 

 

● Sophie Cooper, “Female institutionalization in twentieth-century Ireland,” The Australasian Journal of 

Irish Studies, 22 (October 2022): 178-87. 

 

● Costello Wecker, Erin. “Put Down What Your Carrying: Disrupting Apologia Through Rhetorical Tactics 

of Change,” Studi Irlandesi, 10, 10 (2020): 193-216. 

_____. “Reclaiming Magdalenism or Washing Away Sin: Magdalen Laundries and the Rhetorics of 

Feminine Silence,” Women’s Studies, 44, 2 (2015): 264-79. 
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● Eide, Marian. “James Joyce’s Magdalenes.” College Literature, 38,4 (Fall 2011):57-75. 

 

● Máiréad Enright, “‘Up with the brave’: Gender, Transgression and Judges’ Use of Catholic Convents in 

England and Ireland, 1930-1959,” Law and History Review (March 2025): 1-25. 

 

_____. “Haunting reform: older women, English Good Shepherd institutions and the Children’s Act,” 

Contemporary British History (2025): 1-38. 

 

● Máiréad Enright & Tina Kinsella, “Legal Aesthetics in The Touching Contract: Memory, Exposure and 

Transformation,” Law, Culture and the Humanities, 19, 2 (2023): 297-319. 

 

● Gott, Chloe. “Productive Bodies, Docile Women and Violence: Exploring ‘Respectable Work’ as Physical 

Abuse within Ireland’s Magdalene Laundries,” Religion and Gender, 11, 2021, pp. 167-91. 

 

● Farley, Jessica & Virginia Garnett. “Un-Eclipsed: An Interview with Patricia Burke Brogan,” Irish Studies 

Review, 18, 3 (2010): 347-57. 

 

● Fischer, Clara. “Revealing Ireland’s ‘Proper Heart’: Apology, Shame, Nation,” Hypatia, 32, 4 (2017): 

751-767. 

——. “Gender, Nation, and the Politics of Shame: Magdalen Laundries and the Institutionalization of 

Feminine Transgression in Modern Ireland,” Signs: Journal of Women in Culture and Society, 41, 4 

(2016): 1-43. 

 

● Gallen, James. “Institutions and Ireland: Mother and Baby Homes and Transitional Justice,” Irish 

University Review, 52, 1 (2022): 103-20. 

_____. “The European Court of Human Rights, Transitional Justice and Historical Abuse in Consolidated 

Democracies,” Human Rights Law Review, 19, 4 (2019): 675-704.  

_____. “Historical Abuse and the Statute of Limitations,” Statute Law Review, 39, 2 (2018): 103-17. 

 

● Gallen, James and Kate Gleeson, “Unpaid Wages: The Experiences of Irish Magdalene Laundries and 

Indigenous Australians,” International Journal of Law in Context, 14, 1 (2017): 43-60. 

 

● Gleeson, Kate. “A Woman’s Work is … Unfinished Business: Justice for the Disappeared Magdalen 

Women of Modern Ireland,” Feminist Legal Studies, 25, 3 (2017): 291-312. 

 

● Harrison, Bridget. “Factory and Workshop Legislation and Convent Laundries, 1895-1907: campaigning 

for a Catholic exception,” Irish Historical Studies, 45, 168 (2021): 223-38. 
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● Haughton, Miriam. “From Laundries to Labour Camps: Staging Ireland’s ‘Rule of Silence’ in ANU 

Productions’ Laundry,” Modern Drama, 57, 1 (2014): 65-93. 

 

● Hidalgo-Tenorio, Encarnación and Miguel-Ángel Benítez-Castro. “The Language of Evaluation in the 

Narratives by the Magdalene Laundries Survivors: The Discourse of Female Victimhood,” Applied 

Linguistics, 42, 2 (2021): 315-41. 

 

● Judge, Angelica. “Magdalene Laundries and Symphysiotomy in Ireland: Schemes of Redress and their 

Shortcomings,” Journal of Global Rights and Organizations and Impunity Watch News, 13 (2022-23): 

101-29. 

 

● Killian, Sheila.  ““For lack of accountability”: The logic of the price in Ireland’s Magdalen Laundries,” 

Accounting, Organizations and Society, 43 (2015): 17-33. 

 

● LaPierre, Madeline. “The Descent of Ireland’s ‘Fallen Women:’ The Relationship Between the Catholic 

Church, Irish Nationalism, and the Control of Women’s Reproduction through Mother and Baby Homes 

and Magdalen Laundries,” Iowa Historical Review, 10,1 (2024): 1-24. 

 

● Lundy, Patricia. “Redress, memorials and activism: can heritage be activism?” International Jornal of 

Heritage Studies, 30, 11 (2024): 1277-90. 

 

● Maher, Eamon. “Healing the Pain of the Past : Ireland's Legacy of Shame,” Doctrine & Life 66, 2 

(February 2016): 33-41. 

 

● McAlinden, Anne-Maria. “Acts of Contrition: Forgiveness and Effective Intergroup Apologies for 

Historical Institutional Abuse,” International Review of Victimology, 29, 3 (2023): 358-78. 

 

● McAtackney, Laura. “A Suitable Place to Remember? Derelict Magdalen Laundries as Possible Sites of 

Conscience in Contemporary Ireland,” Space and Culture, 25, 2 (2022): 266-81. 

_____. “Material and Memory: Archaeology and Heritage as Tools of Transitional Justice at a Former 

Magdalen Laundry,” Éire-Ireland: An Interdisciplinary Journal of Irish Studies. Double Special Issue. 

55: 1&2 (2020): 223-46. 

 

● McAuliffe, Pádraig. “Comprehending Ireland’s Post-Catholic Redress Practices as a Form of Transitional 

Justice,” Oxford Journal of Law and Religion, 6, 3 (2017): 451-73. 

 

● NicGhabhann, Niamh. “Mapping the Magdalen,” Review of Alice Maher and Rachel Fallon’s “The 

Map,” Irish Arts Review, 38, 4 (Winter 2021): 68-9. 
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● O’Brien, Sarah. “Remembering Nora: Interpreting the oral testimony of a Magdalene laundry survivor 

through the lens of collective memory,” Oral History, 50, 2 (2022): 41-51. 

 

● O’Donnell, Ian and Eoin O’Sullivan, “‘Coercive Confinement’: An Idea Whose Time Has Come?” 

Incarceration: An International Journal of Imprisonment, Detention and Coercive Confinement, 1, 1 

(2020): 

 

● O’Mahony, Jennifer. “The power of place: Psychology, geography, and community memory in Ireland’s 

Magdalene Laundries.” Geographical Review (2024): 1-21.  

_____. “The Role of Born Digital Data in Confronting a Difficult and Contested Past Through Digital 

Storytelling: The Waterford Memories Project,” AI & Society, 37,3 (2022): 949-58. 

 

● O’Reilly, Klara-Maeve. “Digging, uncovering, unearthing: Activist and academic approaches to Irish 

Magdalene Laundries,” Religion and Urbanity: Reciprocal Formations (March 2024). 

https://urbrel.hypotheses.org/10005. 

 
 

● O’Rourke, Maeve. “The Manipulation of ‘Vulnerability’: State Responses to So-Called ‘Historical’ 

Abuses in Ireland,” Human Rights Quarterly, 43, 2, (2021): 435-59.  

_____. “Ireland’s Magdalene Laundries and the State’s failure to protect,” Hibernian Law Journal, 10 

(2011): 200-37. 

 

● Pérez-Vides, Auxiliadora. "Performing Feminist Empathy in Claire Keegan's Small Things like 

These (2021): from Affective Encounters to (Cruel) Optimism". European Journal of English 

Studies, 28,1 (2024): 10-26.  

 

● Perry, Victoria. “Report on the Archives of the Sisters of Our Lady of Charity of Refuge,” Journal of the 

Catholic Archives Society, 27 (2007): 54-61. 

 

● Prunty, Jacinta. “Documentary Sources for Magdalen History and the Challenges,” Studies: An Irish 

Quarterly Review, 107, 427 (2018): 267-92. 

 

● Sebbane, Nathalie, “The Magdalene Laundries Legacy: Human Rights, Institutional Abuse, and Ireland’s 

Path Towards Transitional Justice,” Études Irlandaises 50,1 (May 2025): 59-75. 
 

● Smith, James M. “Knowing and Unknowing Tuam: State Practice, the Archive, and Transitional Justice,” 

Éire-Ireland: An Interdisciplinary Journal of Irish Studies, 55, 1&2 (2020):142-80. 

_____.“The Magdalene Sisters: Evidence, Testimony … Action?” Signs, 32, 2 (2007), 431-58. 
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_____. “The Politics of Sexual Knowledge: The Origins of Ireland Containment Culture and the Carrigan 

Report (1931),” Journal of the History of Sexuality, 13, 2 (2004): 208-33. 

_____. “Remembering Ireland’s Architecture of Containment: ‘Telling’ Stories in The Butcher 

Boy and States of Fear,” Éire-Ireland: An Interdisciplinary Journal of Irish Studies, 36, 3-4 (2001): 
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● Vatnoy, Eirik and Dawn Wheatley, “Mediated Recognition in Campaigns for Justice: The Case of the 
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● Whitt, Sarah. “Wash Away Your Sins: Indigenous and Irish Women in Magdalene Laundries and the 

Poetics of Errant Histories,” America Indian Culture and Research Journal, 46, 3 (2023): 1-23. 

 

● Williams, Alice Mulhearn, “‘The Whole Thing was Numbingly Bland and it was Deliberately So’: Food 

and Power in Ireland’s Magdalene Laundries, 1022-1996,” Gender & History, 34, 3 (2022): 648-63. 

 

● Yeager, Jennifer and Jonathan Culleton, “Gendered violence and cultural forgetting: the case of the Irish 

Magdalenes,” Radical History Review, 126 (Oct. 2016): 134–46. 

 

SELECT RECENT BOOK CHAPTERS 
 

● Benítes-Castro, Miguel-Ángel and Encarnacíon Hidalgo-Tenorio, “‘We Were Treated Very Badly, 

Treated Like Slaves’: A Critical Metaphor Analysis of the Accounts of the Magdalene Laundries 

Victims.” In Irishness on the Margins: Minority and Dissident Identities, edited by Pilar Villar-Argáiz, 

Palgrave-Macmillan, 2018, pp. 101-27. 

 

● Black, Lynsey.  “‘Women of Evil Life’: Donnybrook Magdalene and the Criminal Justice System.” In A 

Dublin Magdalene Laundry: Donnybrook and Church-State Power in Ireland, edited by Mark Coen, 

Katherine O’Donnell and Maeve O’Rourke, Bloomsbury Academic, 2023, pp. 187-200. 

 

● Buckley, Sarah-Anne. “Institutionalisation and Gender: From the Foundling Hospital to the Mother and 
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