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REDRESS: Ireland’s Institutions and Transitional Justice explores the ways in
which Ireland - North and South - treats those who suffered in Magdalene
Laundries, Mother and Baby Homes, County Homes, industrial and reformatory schools,
and Ireland’s closed and secretive adoption system over the last one hundred years.

How will Ireland redress its legacy of institutional abuse and forced adoption? What constitutes
justice? How might democracy evolve if the survivors’ experiences and expertise were allowed to
lead the response to a century of gender and family separation-based abuses? These are the
questions to which this collection of essays seeks answers.

With diverse and interdisciplinary perspectives, the essays consider how a Transitional Justice-
based, survivor-centred, approach might assist those personally affected, policymakers, the public,
and academics to evaluate the complex ways in which both the Republic and Northern Ireland (and

other states such as Canada, Australia, and Britain) have responded to their histories of
institutionalisation and forced family separation. Importantly, the essays collected in REDRESS:
Ireland’s Institutions and Transitional Justice seek to offer avenues by which to redress this legacy of
continuing harms. The book forensically examines the two states’ so-called ‘redress’ schemes and
investigations, and the statements of apology that accompanied them.

This much needed publication from UCD Press highlights a public roundtable discussion among
individuals with experience of Ireland’s institutional and gender-based abuses. The scholarly essays
address a range of topics including social vulnerability, shame, and epistemic injustice,
‘Disremembrance’ and Protestant institutions, ‘Illegitimate Knowledge’ and Adopted People,
Belligerent Ignorance and the Magdalene Laundries, Heritage as a tool of Transitional Justice, and
Truth-telling and the Archive.

"REDRESS is not an easy read but it offers hope that there is another way to repair the lasting
damage that is felt in so many people's everyday. It should be required reading for every
government department and State agency," Clodagh Finn, Irish Examiner

"A remarkable, vital collection of essays," Dan Barry, The New York Times

"This book provides the definitive word on Ireland's history of institutionalising women and
children, and places survivors at its core," Catherine Connolly, T.D.
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