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Notes Regarding Interviewee

Interviewee is now deceased.

Notes on Redaction and Transcription Process

Interviewee Initials: NS
Interviewer Initials: SP
Interviewee’s Son: BD [pseudonym]

Key
= Short pause (or where words are repeated or the speaker changes direction mid-sentence)
(pause) = Long pause
blabla = spoken with great emphasis
(blabla) = Additional audible expressions, body language
[blabla] = background information that might be helpful

Notes on Redaction Process
e Named individuals have been assigned pseudonyms
o Certain locations have been removed to protect the privacy of the interviewee and third parties
e Dates have been accurately transcribed

List of Pseudonyms
Pseudonym Category
Brian Douglas Interviewee's son (present for interview)
Stuart Douglas Interviewee's son
Douglas Interviewee's maiden name
Fr Declan Third party cleric
Jim Interviewee's husband
Sr Frances Head nun in the laundry
Brid Interviewee's aunt
Charlotte Ryan Woman who lost her finger in laundry accident.
Mrs Thompson Interviewee's neighbour
Sylvia Nursing home resident
Sharon Interviewee's granddaughter
Adam Interviewee's grandson
Frances Third party Magdalene
Basic Data from Interview
Name/Pseudonym Nancy
When Born Circa 1931
Born outside marriage? Unclear
Raised by Unclear
Education Unclear
Order Sisters of Charity
Laundry Donnybrook
From Unclear, but present in 1962-64 electoral registers.
To Unclear
Duration of stay More than seven years




Age on entry

Twenty approximately

Entered Via

Family members involved in Legion of Mary

House Name/No

No, refused to let the nuns change it

Haircutting/punishment?

Was hit with keys by one nun; food deprivation; solitary confinement

Circumstances of Departure

Removed by a priest

Emigrated?

No

Physical ailments?

Yes




[Interview Begins]
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Okay, so thank you very much Nancy for taking part today.

Yes.

So the first question | want like to ask you is, can you tell me something about yourself?

Well me name is Nancy Douglas [pseudonym of interviewee’s maiden name].

Shannon.

Shannon, Nancy Shannon.

You're eighty-three years of age Nan.

Eighty...

Three.

...eighty-three years of age, and will | mention where | am staying?

You can talk about anything you like.

|...What's the name again?

You're living in the, in the [name of nursing home removed)]...

[Name of nursing home removed]...

...Nursing home.

...nursing home. (Pause) Do | have to mention the convent though, is it?
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[Inaudible] that.

(Begins getting upset) To who?

No, no, you...we, we can get to that afterwards. | just...are you okay to continue? Yeah?
Yeah.

Okay. And can you tell me about your life before you went into the convent?

Oh, well, it was a great life. | had two lovely sons and my aunt took me and said | was going to
a place to look after little children, and | believed her. | went, and my aunt put me into the
convent and my brothers—except one—was really...he said, ‘no, she's not to go into no
convent’. They took me off and locked me into the convent. They wouldn't let me out. (Voice
breaking) They wouldn’t even let me see me Mammy...or they wouldn’t let me see...didn't want
me to see me two sons. They said, ‘you don't want to see your sons’. Says |, ‘/ do,” and the only
one that took me out the convent was Father Declan [pseudonym], and he took me out, and |
got the bus and | went home, and | am so happy now where | am, and | don't want anyone to
upset me anymore, anymore. (Voice still breaking)

Yeah, yeah. Are you okay to continue, yeah?

Yes.

Do you want to take a break? Are you...

No, I'll get...

Okay.

...alright.

So what was your...what was your Mum like? Tell me about your Mum?
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Oh me Mum was lovely. She broke her heart crying when she knew | was going to mind
children, she didn't want me to go, and | said, ‘oh well, Mammy, I'll get a few bob, I'll be able to
work'...

Yeah.

...and the work | got, it wasn't a work job, it was in a convent.

Yeah.

| couldn't even write, couldn't even get me...any letters that came, they wouldn't let me have
them. My step-brother came one Christmas, gave me a letter with money in it for myself. They
took the money off me. | haven't even seen it, | never got a penny from them.

And where were you from, where are you from?

| am from [location removed].

Okay.

[Location removed].

Yeah. And tell me how...s0...so before the convent, what were the circumstances behind
having your children?

Oh.

So how did you meet your partner?

| met him in the church.

Yeah.
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He used to go...| used to go to Mass every morning. He was in front me and he turned around
and he said, ‘would you like to come to the Strawberry Fair up in Wexford?’

Hmm.

| said, ‘yes’. | went and came home. The next day he said, ‘are you coming for a walk?’ | said,

‘yeah’. When we came back he said, ‘would you like to come to see the priest with me, | want

to ask him something'. | said, ‘certainly’. We went to the priest and he said to the priest, ‘1 want

to get married,” and the priest said, ‘but you must bring your girl with you’. He said, ‘she's here’.

| said, ‘where?" He said, ‘you, you're getting married tomorrow at two o’clock’. | nearly

collapsed...

| bet.

...and I've asked all me relations and all to come. Not one of them [would] come to me wedding.

Oh.

Not one.

So they weren't happy with you marrying?

They were saying he was too old for me but | said it didn't matter, ‘I'm marrying him...

Yeah.

...and if youse want to come to the wedding youse are welcome’.

Do you know how old you were?

No.

Okay.
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| don't know, but he was older than | was...

Yeah, okay.

...and he was a proper gentleman. He wanted to bring the nuns to court...

Yeah.

...and | wouldn't let him.

Okay. So did you get married...was it before or after the convent?

| think Nan'’s getting confused now.

It was after...

You're talking about getting married to Jim [pseudonym].

...after the convent...

Yeah, you got married to Jim.

...l was out from the convent.

Ah.

You got married to Jim.

...and | married...

Okay.

...Jim Shannon [first name is a pseudonym].
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She wasn't married...she wasn’t married when she had me and my brother.

Okay.

No.

Yeah. Okay, okay. And your father?

We don't know.

You don't...

No.

Okay.

Never asked, never knew.

He's the spitting [image] of me father.

Okay.

There's his photograph over there, and anyone who comes in they say, ‘your son coming in,
that's your father’. So yeah, he said he's the spitting image of you and your father.

Okay.

My mother is there in that photo, right there.

Oh yeah, yeah,

It's taken down on the beach.

On the beach, yeah, yeah.
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Very nice, that's nice.

The rest is of me granddaughter and my grandson, and me great grandsons...

Yeah, and tell me do you know what year it was that you were put into the convent?

| don't.

No.

Okay. So when...they didn't give you those records yet?

No.

No, that's what we were saying...

Yeah.

...they were kind of sceptical...

Yeah.

...they said they hadn't got them.

Okay. And...how...how old were you thereabouts? You said you were...

| was there...

...you said at least you were about twenty or so.

Yeah.

Yeah, okay.
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Yeah. | was there for all me birthdays.

Yeah, and what did they do for your...did they do...did you celebrate your birthday?

No, no. They wouldn't let me. You had to go to visit the church every morning.

Yeah. Do you want to tell us a bit about routine? What you had to do every day?

The first thing you do in the morning, you go to say your prayers, outside your bedroom door.

Then you come down, get your breakfast. Then you have your breakfast, you go to the

chapel...the...have a visit. Then you come back, you do your room, then you go down to the

laundry...and do the laundry, | had to do the big sheets...

Yeah.

... and when | had that done, | had to do the big loads of...all for the priests in the convent.

Then you...you have that done, you have to go back and say a prayer in the church. The same

when you have your meals.

Yeah.

You must say your prayers, if you didn't say your prayer you'd be punished.

Yeah, and how long...were you working every day?

Every day.

Yeah.

Every single day.

And what about Sunday, what would do on a...
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Oh, on a Sunday? You do it and then you go to Mass.

Wow, and were there any holy days? Did you have any days off? Like, you know...

Sunday, we wouldn't work on a Sunday.

Okay.

If you didn't work on a Sunday they’d ask, ‘why would you not go to Mass?’ | said, ‘| went to

Mass'. | never missed Mass. And they said, ‘are you telling me the truth?’ | said, ‘I'm telling you

the truth. | never miss Mass. | go to Mass here’. We have Mass here [in the nursing home]

every Sunday and you go to Mass.

So you still go to Mass?

| still go to Mass and | still have me Holy Communion, here.

Yeah, and we were discussing this before, did they take your name away?

| wouldn't let them take my name. My name is Nancy Shannon, and I'm holding onto it.

Yep.

They'd have to...

They wanted fo...

..kill me first to get it.

...they wanted to take your name away, didn't they?

Yes. They'd have to kill me first to get my name. No one's going to get it.

Yeah, and what did they make you wear? What did you have to wear?



NS Oh, we had to wear...a u...a kind of a uniform.

SP Yeah.

NS My granddaughter has a photograph of me | think, with a nun, and we were walking from the
graveyard.

SP Oh.

NS | don't know who took the photograph.

SP Yeah.

NS It's in a pile of photographs | had.

SP Yeah.

NS The nun was with me. She was one of the best, and she says to me, ‘you don't deserve to be
here’. Says I, ‘l know'. (Voice breaking)

SP Yeah.

NS Oh God, I can't tell you! (Crying)

BD It's alright Nan. Want a drink of water? Do you want a drink?

NS (Takes a deep breath)

SP Ah, it's okay.

(Nancy continues to cry)

(Pause)
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(Voice breaking) They told me | wasn't to have my mother visiting me anymore. Or me g...me
ch...me two sons, and | said, ‘no one's going to stop me to see me mother or me two sons, and

I'm not giving up me name’.

Yeah, and did you...how did you...did you share a room with other girls, with other women? You

know your...where you slept?

No. In the room, no, you're in a room on your own.

Okay. Oh so it like a little room?

It's smaller than that.

Okay, sure.

Andit's...

Wow, you have to sleep in a room that size?

Yeah and they have...they'd stand at your door ringing the bell for you to get up at five o'clock.
Five o'clock in the morning we'd get up. We could wash ourselves. Had to wash ourselves,
clean ourselves, get ready for Mass. Go to Mass, come back and make your bed and all. Then

you go back and do your work it in the laundry.

Yeah, and can you just tell us again, I...I know what it is, but can you tell me the name of the

laundry that...or the name of the convent you were in?

Yeah, it's Sisters of Charity...

Yeah.

...Donnybrook...

11
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Okay.

...convent...

Yeah.

...and the head of the nuns was Sister Frances [pseudonym]...

Okay.

...and there was another nun, | can't remember.

Yeah, and were you ever allowed out?

No, no.

Okay.

And my youngest son was in hospital...

Yeah.

...wasn't even let to see him! (Voice breaking)

And...and so you were...so you had some visits from your...

Yes.

...from your family?

Yeah.

Can you describe what those visits were like?

12
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They were lovely, to see me mother, me two sons and my next door neighbour, and she said,
‘Mrs Douglas [pseudonym], you must take her out. She doesn't deserve to be in the convent,’
and she said...me mother said, ‘I'll take her out if | was able, but her aunt put her in here and
her aunt died’. Left me in the convent and I...the only one that took me out was Father Declan.

(Crying)

Yeah, yeah.

Oh! (Said with a big sigh)

You're doing really well.

(Voice still breaking) |...they hit me with the keys. They locked me in...it's like a cellar, they
locked me in and gave me tea and dried bread for two days.

Was this when you were first put in?

When | was in the convent.

Yeah, and why did they do that?

Because | wouldn't tell the truth about this woman that died, that was buried in the convent

ground, and | wanted to tell the truth but they wouldn't listen, and it played on my mind ever

since. (Voice breaking)

Yeah, and what was the truth? What was the...

[t was the truth.

Yeah. What was it that you wanted to...what was it that you wanted to say?

| wanted to say that they should have told this gentleman that his mother was buried...

13



SP

NS

SP

NS

SP

NS

SP

NS

SP

NS

SP

NS

SP

NS

SP

Yeah.

...in the graveyard, but they didn't. | showed him where the grave...I had to show him where his
mother was buried. (Crying)

Yeah, yeah.

| say a prayer for that woman every single day.

Yeah.

Even [when] I'm knitting | say the prayer for her. I'l never forget.

And she was your friend?

She was my friend, she looked after me when | was there.

Yeah. Was she there longer than you? Was she there before you, was it?

She was there longer...

Yeah.

...before me...

Yeah.

...and she told me, ‘be careful what you say’. And | said, ‘I'll tell the truth, I'm not going to tell a
lie because it's a sin to tell a lie’.

Yeah, yeah, and were you allowed to speak to other women while you were working? Or...

14
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No, you weren't allowed to talk when you were working. It's when you had a little break you can

talk.

Yeah. Yeah, and during these visits with your sons and your mother, like, what were they like?

Oh...

As in, were they supervised?

...they...they were let in, the door was barred when they were in with me, and the nun sat with

us in that room, and | couldn't talk what | wanted to say, because she wouldn't let me.

Yeah, yeah.

Wouldn't let me talk.

And did the visits just happen in...in a room was it?

[t was in a room...

Yeah.

...like an office.

Yeah.

In a room and the door was locked.

Yeah.

| wasn't let on me own with me mother or me sons.

And how did you feel when you saw your family?

15
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Oh, | was so happy. | wanted to get out but | couldn't. They wouldn...couldn't get out.

[To Brian] And how do you remember the visits?

| do. | don't remember being in the...| remember we used be in the grounds, we could walk

around the grounds.

Yeah.

But there was always nuns either side of you...

Yeah.

...and in front of you when you used to walk around. You know at that holy statue there?

Yeah.

Just there, there was seats there you could sit there and have a talk, kind of thing but there was

always nuns nearby you.

Okay.

| don't remember being in the room, but | remember going into the convent. | didn't like it

because it was, was dark.

Hmm.

Drib, drab place you know what | mean?

Yeah.

Like a prison. | was only, | think five or six...

Yeah.

16
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...small. It's just they stick in your mind these things, you know.

Yeah.

And, what...when you went there, were you aware of where you were going, of...

No, we were just going in to see me...Nan.

And no one ever told you where your Mum was? Or...

Well we knew it was a home but we didn't...

Yeah.

...know that it was like a prison, like.

Yeah.

Thought she worked in there at first, until our granny told us...

Yeah.

...that her aunt put her in there and her brother.

Okay.

Her aunt was over the Legion of Mary in [location removed] wasn't she?

Yeah, that's right.

Aunt Brid [pseudonym]. She was the head of the Legion of Mary in [location removed)].

Oh I see.

17



BD You know?

SP Okay.

BD | think the reason she was put in there because she had us out of wedlock.

NS That's right.

SP Yeah.

BD Do you know what | mean, myself and me brother.

NS That's what it was.

SP Yeah.

BD Yeah.

NS Me brothers, there was Richard, Stephen and Gerard [pseudonyms]. They put me into the

convent.

SP And when you came out, were they still around, your brothers?

NS No, they were all dead.

SP Oh, were they? Oh...

BD Well, no, | think, your brother Gerard...

NS Richard.

BD ...Richard was still alive. He lives in [location removed)].
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Richard was still alive.

Yeah.

Yep. Your brother Stephen was in America.

Yeah.

Your uncle...your brother Thomas [pseudonym] was in Australia.

Yeah.

He looked after you. Gerard was in Canada.

Yeah, he died [identifying details removed].

...and Peter [pseudonym] your stepbrother, he was in the army.

Yeah.

He was an army officer. He was in the army. He looked after you.

Yeah, he was the only one that came in to see me.

Peter, yeah.

He looked after me in the convent and he used to give me a letter, an envelope with money in

it and they took that money off me and wouldn't give it to me.

They weren't allowed to have anything, like you know.

| wasn't allowed to have any money.

Did you...

19
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It was...

...have any possessions at all?

No.

No? Nothing.

Anything | had they took it off me.

And were you...while you were there can you...were you beaten by the nuns there? Were

you...did you experience being beaten.

No they didn't hit...they didn't...only one nun hit me with the keys...

Yeah.

...and | still can see the silver key, the big keys and | want to get it out of me mind."!

Yeah.

You know?

Why did...do you mind if | ask why she hit you?

Oh, because | said to one girl, ‘you've to that, it's not my job to do it'...

Yeah.

...and the nun hit me for telling her to do it. She said, ‘that's my place to tell her’. Well, says |,

‘why didn't you tell her?,” and the nun hit me with the keys.

1

See also: MAGOHP/80/ANON, Sara, who also speaks of being hit with keys in Donnybrook.
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[Inaudible background conversation in nursing home]
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And you still have a mark from that?

Yeah.

It's...You were telling me it was on your...

Yeah.

... it's on your arm isn't it?

It's on me hand.

Yeah.

(Nancy shows interviewer the mark)

NS

SP

NS

SP

NS

SP

NS

It's up there...

Yeah.

...and | was a having a shower this morning and the girl said, ‘what is that mark that's on your

hand?’ | said, ‘that's where | was hit'...

Yeah.

...and who hit you?," and | didn't tell her, because | didn't tell th...Idon't tell them | was in the

convent.

Okay, and tell me were you insulted or...

Oh, yeah.
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...humiliated?

Yeah.

That kind of thing.

| was told not to be using me name.

Yeah.

Well | said, ‘I'm not answering your name for anyone else. My name is Nancy Shannon’.

Yeah.

Well, Nancy Douglas | suppose then, yeah.

Yeah, Nancy Douglas at the time.

Yeah.

| says, says |, ‘I'm not going to give up my name to nobody. The only one | gave me name to is

Jim Shannon.

Yeah, yeah. And what were your mealtimes like? What was the food like there?

The food was alright.

Okay.

You know.

Can you describe it for me?

22
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No, you couldn't talk when you were having your meals. You had to keep silent.

Okay.

If you opened your mouth you'd be punished, but the meal...the meals were lovely, but here [in

the nursing home], the meals are beautiful.

What she means is, what did you have for your breakfast in the mornings, like, in the convent?

In the convent.

Yeah, yeah.

Just a cup of tea and bread and stuff like that, but here you have everything.

Yeah, yeah.

They wouldn't give you a fry-up in the convent...

No.

...or anything like that?

Oh, no, you wouldn't get it.

Or porridge?

No.

No.

And what would you get for your lunch in the convent?

You might get a little bit of roast or something like that...
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Yeah.

...for your lunch, you know.

Did the nuns used to eat with you?

No. The nun used to...one nun used to eat and she'd be reading the prayers...

Okay.

...saying the prayers.

Oh, so while you were eating, there'd be prayers going.

There'd be prayers going on all the time...

Okay.

...When you were eating.

Okay. And tell me who were you doing laundry for? Like, what were...what were the...

Public washing...

...yeah.

...sheets and thing. | was on the big colander.

Okay.

Then...

Was it just sheets you did? Or...
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Big...no, | done sheets, iron the priests clothes and how | knew it was a priest is, it was Father
Declan’s num...num...name is on his clothes, and | knew that was my priest that used to come
to see me at Mass.

And how did you know this priest? He was the priest that said Mass in the convent was it?
Well there was a concert on and he was in it. He was a golfer, dressed up as a golfer, and he
said, ‘| want someone to pray for me’. Says I, ‘I'll pray for you’ , and he said, ‘right, you can pray
for me and me brothers and me sister,” and he has two brothers are priests in the same order
and a sister.

And tell me, with letters...

Oh.

...when you got letters...did you get letters from people?

No. They wouldn't give me me letters.

No, okay.

They wouldn't read them for me...

Okay.

...or nothing.

Okay, and what about you? Did you ever.. like, did you ever ask someone to write a letter for

you?

| did, yes.

Yeah?
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Well, once.

And did they? No?

They said no, they were too busy. ‘I'm too busy to write letters for you'.

Oh, terrible. Is there anything else you remember from that time?

Oh.

Actually I meant to ask about the...your friends. What was...did you get on well with the other

women?

Oh, yes. | got on well with the other women.

Yeah. Can you tell me something about any of them?

There was one woman there, and she was blind, and this other w...girl was trying to attack her.

Says |, ‘you leave her alone, she can't see you’.

Yeah.

She went to hit that nun, and | said to the...got in to save the nun, she...where...she pulled the

veil off the nun, but the other nun got me and put me back into the room | was in, and said, ‘you

go there for telling lies’. | said, ‘I never told a lie’. She hit that nun, tore the veil off her.

Yeah, oh.

You remember telling me about one of your friends, she lost her finger?

Yeah. Caught her finger in the colander.

...and there, said that to the girl...
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Oh.

Her name was Charlotte [pseudonym]. Oh, what was her...Charlotte Ryan [pseudonym]?

Was that her real name or was it her...

...no, that wasn't her real name.

She lost her finger, didn't she? You were saying. | remember you telling me, yeah.

She got her finger caught in the colander. She never got a penny for it.

Oh.

She lost two of her fingers | think.

Oh.

Fingers just went down, and we seen all...the screams. It was...

Was she taken to hospital? | presume...

Yeah.

...she would, yeah.

They'd had to take her and the nuns said it was me that put her hand in the colander, and |

didn't. I didn't go near the woman.

They were blaming you for it?

Yeah, they said | pushed her into the colander, and | didn't.
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No.

| never touched her.

Did they punish you?

No, no, they didn't.

Okay.

| said, ‘1 didn't do it'.

Yeah.

Says |, ‘I know the woman that done it'.

Jesus. Oh, so someone else pushed her?

Yeah.

And did any accidents ever happen to you?

No.

Okay. And...

Nothing.

...did you say as well you had to scrub floors as well?

Yes.

And...
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We had to wash the laundry out.

Yeah.

| was down on my knees on a concrete floor, and | think that's why I've got this arthritis in me
body.

Yeah.

| can't walk or nothing.

Yeah, and what...for people like myself who never spent any time in a laundry, what was it like?
Can you...can you describe it for me? What did it feel like?

Oh, it felt terrible. You wor...you'd be in the laundry all the time. The only time you were let out
is when you finished the laundry. You can go and sit anywhere, but you must not talk [about]
what's going on.

Did you ever think you'd get out?

No, | didn't. Only for this priest took me out.

Yeah.

| asked him to take me. He said he will. He took me out and left me at the bus stop at the
convent...at the church, and | got the [number removed] bus out to [location removed].

Yeah, and so when you were put...when you were put in to the...the day you went in, they never

gave you, say, a release date...

No.

...oraday...
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No.

...they just...

They just said...| said, ‘my name is Nancy Douglas’. ‘Well, you have to change that’. Says |,

‘no, | haven't, my name is Nancy Douglas, and it's going to stay that way’.

Yeah. And so did many women die when you were in there?

No, only this woman died.

Yeah.

There was a couple of women from [location removed] was buried there a long time ago.

Yeah, okay.

Because | seen it on...| seen it on their headstones.

And when your friend died, was there a...was there a funeral?

No, sure she was buried in the graveyard.

Okay, so there was never like a ceremony?

No, there wasn't, never.

Gosh, and it was just a big mass grave?

Yeah.

That's where they'd be buried?

Yeah.
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Okay, and so just to talk about your...so the day that you...so, so if you want to tell us more
about the priest and his...and how he got you out, that what you were telling me.

Yeah, when that priest came to say Mass, he called for me the next morning to go into the office
to talk to him, and | talked to him, and | said, ‘I want to get out—now. | have my clothes ready
outside,” and he brought me out, | got on the bus. Brought out to...I| came out to [location
removed], and me mother was out and | done the dinner for her, had it ready, and she said to
Mrs Thompson [pseudonym] next door, ‘what did...now did you get into the house to do the
dinner?’ And Mrs Thompson said, ‘I didn't do it. Nancy done it’. She said, ‘it couldn't be Nancy,
she's in...locked up in the...’

[Interview interrupted by third party. Irrelevant conversation removed]

NS

BD

SP

BD
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When | was in...now | don't know what | said.

You were at home.

You were talking about home.

You made it home.

When | was at home, me mother said, ‘how did that dinner come on?’ and Mrs Thompson
opened the door, and me mother said, ‘how’s that...she get here,” and she nearly died, me
mother, when she seen me.

Oh.

She said to me, ‘how did you get out, you didn't break out, did you?’ Says |, ‘no, my priest took
me out and left me on the bus, and | got the [bus number removed] out to [location removed],’

and | don't know [location removed)] ever since.

Yeah, yeah.
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| don't know it.

And you told me that when you were speaking to the priest, when the priest got you out...

Yeah.

...that he had seen a bruise.

Yeah.

Can you tell me what had happened?

| d...I can't remember, | know | got a belt off of something on the face. | don't know whether it

was the nun that hit me now before | went in.

Okay, okay, and then the priest saw that.

Yeah, yeah, he said to me, ‘what happened to your face?’ | said, ‘I hit it’. | didn't tell him why.

Yeah, yeah, and so how did you feel when you were on that bus going home?

Oh, | thought | was on top of the world.

Yeah.

| thought the bus would never get out to [location removed], and the bus conductor said, ‘you're

okay, you're safe, don't worry, | know where you live and | know who you are,” and all this. Says

l, ‘I know’. Says |, ‘I want to get home real quick,” And he left me off and he said, ‘you go straight

on that road, up that road that you live...

Yeah.

...in number [number removed]'. He said, ‘don't forget that number’.
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SP And do you know what year this was?

NS | don't.
SP No, okay.
NS | couldn't tell you. | can't remember...

SP Yeah, no, that's okay.

NS ...anything.
SP And then you were reunited with your sons as well.
NS Yeah, they came in and Mammy was there and she getting the dinner, | had the dinner all ready

and | was sitting down. Stuart [pseudonym] said, ‘oh, Mammy, what,” and Stuart says to me,

‘what are you doing here?’ Says I, I'm home’. He said, ‘you're not me mother’. That's the word

he said. (Voice breaking)

(Pause)

BD He didn't know you see. He didn't know.

SP Yeah.

BD It was fine, like, you know.

NS Yeah, he didn't know. He didn't know.

SP Yeah.

BD Thought Granny was the mother.

SP Yeah. | understand, yeah.
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He thought Mammy was...me mother, you know.

Oh, and how long did it take before he kind of accepted...

Oh, he accepted it.

Well, it was after a few weeks, you know?

Hmm?

Oh, okay, yeah, but that made you very sad?

It did.

Yeah, and what did you do afterwards? Did you work when you got out?

Yes, | worked in [name removed] Nursing Home in [location removed].

Yeah.

| worked there for a while. | left it then because she was so cruel.

Okay.

You know, and if | asked for a raise | wouldn't get it. | used to do the brasses and look after the

patients in it.

Oh, wow.

Yeah. I...

So a nursing home like this is it?
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Smaller one than this, you know.

No, it was a smaller one. It was a little house...

Okay.

...and she had...and she used to have these three patients and | used to look after them.

Yeah. So did, do you like to care...did you like to care for people?

Oh, | love caring for...

Yeah.

...they'll tell you here.

Yeah.

| can't...I don't...If | see a patient moving I ring for the nurses.

Yeah.

That's why | have this bell around me neck! (Laughs)

Oh, and what did you do after that nursing home? Did you...did you work at anything else? Or...

No, no.

Okay.

| stayed at home.

Yeah, very good.
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| stayed at home to look after me sons...

Yeah.

...and me...

You met Jim then and got married to Jim.

That's right.

Yeah.

Married Jim...

Yeah, and...

...and it was the happiest years of my life.

And, like, did those memories from the convent, did they...do they...would they come back to

you? You know...

They did.

Yeah.

After a while, until that other girl came to talk to me.2 She told me to wash it out of my mind,

and | washed it out. | can't remember anything else.

Yeah.

You know. She told me | wasn't to worry.

Claire McGettrick visited Nancy in the nursing home to explain the interview process.
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And had you told anyone about the time...like, do you tell people about the fact that you were
in this...

No.

...convent?

No.

Okay.

The only thing | told was, a nurse saw me crying here one day and he asked what | was crying
for, and [ up and | told him.

Yeah.

He said, ‘don't be ashamed’. He said, ‘it wasn't your fault’. (Crying)

Exactly, yeah.

There was another lady here that knew you, remember Sylvia [pseudonym] poor Sylvia?

Yeah.

Sylvia thought she was going away to...Sylvia and you were...they went to school together.

Yeah.

Oh.

She passed away here a few months ago.

Oh, really.
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That's right.

She thought Nancy was gone away down the country to work in a big house.

She did.

Oh, wow.

She didn't know she was away for years in...in Donnybrook.

Yeah, | had to...

So she was just told that she was...

Nancy told her, yeah.

| up and | told her.

You lived not too far from one another, you know.

Says |, ‘l worked in, in the con...” and she said, ‘you what?' and she took a little turn. | didn't see

her anymore. The next morning | got up and they said, ‘do you know who's dead?’ | said, ‘who?’

‘Sylvia, your friend that lived beside you’.

Sylvia passed along, but...

There's a couple of people here that lives beside me...

Yeah.

Yeah.

..still, but I wouldn't tell them why I...they asked me where you were all the...all this time. |
wouldn't tell them.
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Yeah, and why don't you tell them? Why don't you want...

Yeah.

| didn't want to tell them.

Why?

Because I'm ashamed...

Yeah.

...of my life. (Crying)

Yeah.

Nothing to be ashamed of Nan.

No. And can you tell me of...I've actually just forgotten to ask about the nuns. What were the

nuns like?

Oh, they were terrible. Terrible they were.

Yeah, and how do you feel about nuns now?

| hate the Sisters of Charity. That's who looked after me, the Sisters of Charity, but there was...|
can't think of the nun that went to see Stuart in hospital. He was in...

Yeah.

...[location removed]. He was in different...he had a...I don't know what...she was...| was crying.
She says, ‘what’s wrong with you'. Says |, ‘l can't even get out to see my son’. She says, ‘I'll go
tomorrow, and I'll go up to see him,” and she went, and she seen him, and she said, ‘he's grand,
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not to worry’. ‘Well,” says |, ‘it's all very fine for youse to tell me not to worry, when [ am’. Because
he was very ill. He was very sick.

Yeah.

He had a...

Coeliac he was.

...coeliac.

He suffered from it.

Oh.

And anything...he had to have...

He had to get home...

...special food.

...special food made for him.

Okay, yeah. So you were very worried.

| was, very worried about it. | do worry terrible about them, and about me grandchildren...

Yeah.

...and my sons.

Yeah, and do your grandchildren know about your time in the convent?

No, they're too small...
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No.

...they're only...

Okay.

...they're only...

Yeah, yeah.

...small.

They're only small.

Okay, and | just want...

Well that's her great-grandchildren.

Yeah.

Ah, yeah, Sharon [pseudonym] and all know it, and Adam [pseudonym] all knows.

Yeah, Sharon and all know it.

Oh yeah, the grandchildren know, yeah.

Yeah.

Yeah.

Yeah.

| thought you meant the great-grandchildren...
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(Laughs).

...actually, there's three.

Yeah, the...I've three great...

Great-grandchildren.

There, they're there (shows photographs).

That's them there, yeah.

Aa.

The three grandsons. The...saying that...

Oh, they're cute.

Yeah.

And they're one of the best.

Yeah. Are you very proud of your family?

Oh, I'm as proud as anything.

Yeah, and what are you most proud of in your...in your life? What's...what's the thing you're

most proud of? Your greatest achievement?

| married Jim Shannon. | was the happiest woman on this earth. He brought me to everywhere.

Yeah.
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England, and all around [location removed)], up the country and then, the best thing of it that |
have, Brian [pseudonym] and me grandchildren and me great-grandchildren, and Stuart.

Yeah, and tell me, your hu...so Jim, did he know? He knew...

Oh.

...did he know about the convent?

He knew | was in the convent. He wanted to bring the nuns to jail, and | said no.

Okay.

Says I, ‘I'm not going to interfere’.

Wow.

Il leave it,., and he said, ‘no, you were beat stupid’. He said, ‘'l bring them to court'. | said,
‘no, because | won't go to court if you bring them’.

Wow.

...and he said, ‘alright, I'll leave it at that’.

Why didn't you want to bring them to court?

Well | never thought any more of it, you see?

Yeah, did you just want to forget about it?

Yeah, | wanted to forget about it now.

Yeah, yeah.
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Now, the only...this girl came to see me. She told me...| washed it out of me mind.

Yeah.

| don't think of the convent now at all.

Did she...

| wouldn't go that way, if they asked me would | come to the Donnybrook to the...

To see the nuns, she wouldn't want to go and see them, no.

...no, I wouldn't go to see the nuns or anything...

Yeah.

...but | said I'l go, and I'll go to...Father Declan’s convent that he's in. The [name removed]

convent, that's what I'd go to see.

Yeah, and tell me, after the convent, did you ever pass by Donnybrook again? Like, you know,
in your life like, did, were...

Oh.

...did you ever go by the convent?

When | was out with me husband, he'd pass it and | said to him, ‘there’. He says, ‘what's that?’
Says |, ‘that's the blinking convent | was locked up in’. He said, ‘well, we'll get the bus to stop
and then go’. ‘No,’ says |, ‘don't stop the bus, forget about it'...

Yeah.

...and he kept saying to me all the time, ‘are you upset over it?’ ‘No,” says |, ‘I'll forget about it,’
and he was trying to teach me how to read and write.
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SP Hmm. And did you ever have nightmares...

NS Yeah.
SP ...about the convent?
NS | had. I had them here one night. | was in bed and | started to scream, and | rang for the nurse.

She came and says I, ‘don't lock that door, please don't lock me door,” (points) that door.

SP Yeah.

NS She said, ‘no, I'll leave it open’. | was afraid | was... (Crying)
BD Yeah, because they used to lock them in at night.

NS ...l just thought | saw the nun standing there. (Crying)
(Pause)

NS Oh. (Said with a big sigh)

SP So you don't like to have the doors locked?

NS No.
BD No, the doors...she'd literally leave the door open...
SP Yeah.

NS That door is open wide...

BD ...you know.
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Yeah.

...when I'm in bed.

Yeah.

They're very good here, they leave the door open on the thing and then...

Can't stand the keys, yeah.

...they check on them every so often, you know?

...and she comes in and she says, ‘are you alright?’ | said, ‘yeah, I'm going asleep,’ and | get
me...| get tablets at eight o'clock before | go...nine o'clock, | go to bed at nine.

Yeah.

| get my tablets and | go to bed at nine and I'm fast asleep.

Yeah.

About three o'clock the nun would come in...the nurse will come in and see am | alright.

Yeah.

| said, ‘I'm alright, I'm grand’.

Yeah, and were you afraid that you'd be put back into the...

Yes.

...Into the convent? Like, after you came out?

Yes.
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Was that always a fear you had?

Yes.

Yeah.

| have, and | still do. | have that fear. | still have that fear... (Crying)

Yeah.

...and | even said it. If | was brought away I'd cut me throat, and...oh, | don't want to go back!

No, she's...

Don't worry. It's never going to happen.

It's never going to happen now.

Itll never happen, and Brian, can you tell me, how do you feel about what happened to your

Mum?

Oh, I thought it was very bad, you know. Very bad, and | think she was treated rotten in there.
I'd say she got a few beatings in there and she's not telling us about them.

Oh, yeah.

That was her aunt...

Yeah.

...Brid. She was over the Legion, and her brother. They were the main people that put her in
there | think.

47



SP

BD

NS

SP

BD

SP

BD

SP

NS

BD

SP

BD

SP

BD

NS

Yeah.

You know?

Yeah.

And can you tell me about this...you know you've been trying to...you were telling me about
trying to get her records. Can you tell me about the difficulties you've been with...

Yeah, they, they said they haven't...they've only...they gave her...gave us a small yoke, like a
sheet of paper...

Yeah.

...and they say that she's only been in there for seven years, but she's been in there a lot more

than seven years.

Yeah.

Oh, yeah.

So we're after looking out for the photocopies of the ledgers...

Yeah.

...and we'll have to wait now and see do we get them off them, you know.

Yeah.

Because | think they're telling us porkies. They don't want us to know, like, how long she was
in there.

Oh, they won't tell you the truth.
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Now maybe...| don't know whether Nan was in there for a little while and then she was out and
then back in again.

Yeah.

I'm not too sure, you know...

Yeah.

...and Nan's not too sure either.

Nan says she was never out.

Yeah.

You know what | mean.

| remember we were brought to [location removed]. Do you know [location removed]?

Yeah, that's another part of the...

Convent?

...the convent there in [location of interviewee’s home town removed], the school.

The Sisters of Charity.

Yeah.

Brought there for a week. | was only out for one...I went out and a girl was with me. | said, I'm
going up to my mother's house’. She says, ‘oh, don't, you were told not to’. Says I, ‘I'll get a taxi
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and we'll go up’. Got a taxi up, went up to me mother. When | came back, | got the belt, and

she read me out.

So this is...why, why did go to...Where did you go? You went...

[Location removed] it's another...

...to [location removed].

It's a convent in [location removed].

[Location removed] convent.

[Inaudible crosstalk]
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Oh, okay.

It's a part of this...

Of the..the Order?

...the Sisters of Charity.

Yeah, it's actually a school over there now, [location removed] convent and the school.

Yeah, okay.

Well they don't take, like...

No.

No.

...where | was...
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Yeah.

...in for...they don't take us in there, now.

Was this a...like a kind of...why were you there? Why did they take you there?

Just for a holiday.

Okay.

| think it was kind of like a retreat or whatever...

...and they said...

...where there was nuns as well.

...you don't go near your mother’.

Right

‘Oh, God, oh, [ won't'.

Yeah.

Says |, ‘I won't got near her,” and says |, ‘by God,” says I, ‘when | get out, I'll make sure | go up

and see her, and see me sons’.

Yeah, and how come you didn't run away, like...

No.

...you had a chance then to just...
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| had the chance but | didn't, because they'd have the guards looking for you and all that. Was

just...

So you knew that there was that threat?

...yes.

Okay.

Oh they threatened me before | came out to [interviewee’s home town removed] on me holiday.

They said, ‘If you go up near your mother,’ she said, ‘you won't be able to walk’.

Was there other people escaped out of there? Or...

Yeah.

...done that? Yeah?

They did, and there was one that was there, used...| used to have friends with. She went out,

she flew to Cork. She's married down in Cork now.

Okay, oh, and she never got...

She never went...the fella wouldn't let her go back.

Okay.

He said, ‘I'll broke your legs if you go back’.

Right, so they never...they never found her again?

No.

Good.
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She's married now.

Yeah.

| wouldn't say where she is or anything.

Actually, you know when you came out, did you keep in...obviously did you...were you ever in

touch with any of the women after that?

Yeah, | had...there was Frances [pseudonym] out...there was a girl | brought out. Says |, ‘you

can come and stay with me and I'll look after you’. She came out and she says, ‘no, I'm going

back into the convent'.

Oh.

Says |, ‘you can go. I'm not going with you’. Don't say [inaudible]...

So she chose to stay in?

...she went back to the convent.

So used to it.

Says |, ‘don't think I'll go back’.

[Inaudible]

Hmm.

Hmm.

Wow.
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And we couldn't move if you were going to a shop, they’d come....the same in the convent, if

you want to go to the shop, the nun would come with you, and all the people used to say, ‘oh,

they're from that convent, that Sisters of Charity's place’.

Oh, so you were allowed out to a shop in Donnybrook?

If you wanted to, yeah.

But you had to go with a nun.

Yeah, the nun would have to be right beside you.

Yeah.

The same in the...in your...with visitors.

Yeah.

If you're going up to the graveyard where the nun would be at one at this side, and the other at
that side of you.

Yeah, and what...so, so the public's reaction...so when you were going to the shop...

Oh, they used to say, ‘oh they're only from the Sisters of Charity convent'.

So they/d...

Oh, they knew where they were from.

...yeah.

Because they see you coming out the gate and going back in again.
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Yeah.

And did you feel...how did you feel you were received by the people outside?

They just passed us by and said, ‘oh, they're only out of the convent’.

Yeah.

And they said, ‘it's not fair the way they have them treated'.

Oh, so they...

They knew the way...

Oh.

‘It's not fair the way they are treated'.

Wow, so no one sort of looked down on you? Or...

No, no, they didn't.

...oh, okay.

They just said...

Yeah.

... | feel sorry for you'.

Wow.

Even the bus driver. Oh!
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BD

NS

BD

SP

NS

SP

NS

SP

NS

SP

NS

SP

NS

SP

NS

Gone asleep on you?

No, the pain.

Pain.

Oh.

| can't help it.

Oh, you're okay, don't worry.

Oh. That's what they said.

Yeah.

And the nun said it to me. | can't think of her name, Sister...she said it, ‘if you go to your mother,

I'll kill you when you get back,” and all the other women, ‘oh, God,” she says, ‘Nan, don't go up

near her’. Says |, ‘I'm going up to see me mother...

Yeah.

...and let her know what's going on’. No. But when | got back, | got punished.

And what did they do to punish you?

Oh, they'd lock you down in the room and leave you there for a week. Just cup of tea and dry
bread.

And did you...did you say you got beaten as well?

Yeah.
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SP

NS

SP

NS

SP

NS

SP

NS

SP

NS

SP

NS

SP

NS

Okay, and did they ever say anything kind of like, did they ever...you know, make any insults
about the fact that you were, you had children outside of wed...

Yes. She did.

...did they make comments about that?

They said that. One of the nuns said that, ‘look it, you had children outside, and that's why

you're here,’ (bangs table) and she says, ‘don't ook to get out’. Says I, ‘you won't stop me,’ and

| told me priest what she said.

Yeah. And tell me, did you carry that shame with you...

Yes.

...the fact...after you left?

Yes, I'm still...and even they all here do say, ‘what's the matter with you?” And | say nothing,
and she said, ‘you're not to be ashamed of anything'.

Yeah. Well, I think I've kind of covered everything. Is there anything else you'd like to add before

we finish?

No.

No.

No, love.

Well, I would...

But you are very nice people. I'm glad to meet, and the girl | met the first time (crying) she's

one...
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BD Yeah.

NS ...she told me to wash it all out of me m...me mind.
SP Yeah.

BD You're not to be worrying about it.

NS So, it's gone now.

SP Yes, it is.

BD Yeah.

NS | don't think about it.

SP Yeah.

NS They won't let me.

SP Yeah.

NS They won't let me. Even if they see me knitting, | knit all the time, and they see me knitting.

‘Nan, are you okay? Are you happy?’ ‘Yes, | am’.

SP Yeah, well thank you very much, Nancy, for everything and Brian as well.

NS Oh, I'm delighted to meet you.

SP Same here. So ['ll just stop the [recording].

[Interview Ends]
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