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Notes on Redaction and Transcription Process

Interviewee Initials: D
Interviewer Initials: SP

Key
= Short pause (or where words are repeated or the speaker changes direction mid-sentence)
(pause) = Long pause
blabla = spoken with great emphasis
(blabla) = Additional audible expressions, body language
[blabla] = background information that might be helpful

Notes on Redaction Process
e Named individuals have been assigned pseudonyms

e Some locations have been removed to protect the confidentiality of the interviewee and third parties

List of Pseudonyms

Pseudonym Status/Relationship to Interviewee
Doris Interviewee/Survivor
Miss Wardrop Interviewee's foster carer
St Francis's Foster carer's house
Patrickstown Location of foster carer's house
Kathleen Miss Wardrop's niece
Dolores Interviewee's house name
Harriet Kathleen's sister
Rosemary Interviewee's daughter
Aunty Freda Kathleen's aunt
Smith Family Interviewee's former employers
George Smith Son of interviewee's former employers
Josephine Dunphy Employee at Baggot Street Training Centre
Mick Interviewee's husband
Ahern Sisters Children in Sacred Heart Home
Rita Egan Interviewee's solicitor
Nessa Interviewee's daughter
Colm Interviewee's son
Sister Agatha Third party religious (Sacred Heart Home)
Peter Support worker in Irish organisation in UK
Eilis Possibly interviewee's daughter-in-law
Martin/Marty Interviewee's son
Clara Interviewee's former work colleague
Basic Data from Interview
Name/Pseudonym Doris
When Born 1936
Born outside marriage? Unclear
Raised by Foster carer and Sacred Heart Home, Drumcondra
Education Until fourteen, after which point she had to work in the Sacred Heart Home




Order Sisters of Our Lady of Charity of Refuge

Laundry High Park

From Unclear

To Unclear

Duration of stay Eleven months

Age on entry Sixteen

Entered Via Sacred Heart Home Drumcondra (after she absconded for a day)
House Name/No Yes

Haircutting/punishment? Didn’t say

Circumstances of Departure Went to Baggot Street Training School

Emigrated? Yes

Physical ailments? Yes

Of Note Legion of Mary interfered and said the interviewee’s baby was in moral

danger because she did not want to have the child baptised




[Interview begins]

[Audio File 1 begins]
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Okay, so thank you very much Doris [pseudonym] for doing the interview today. Today is the 23

of July and the first question I'm just going to ask, and this is kind of a conversation starter, can

you tell me something about yourself?

Like what?

Anything at all.

That I'm married with five children, eleven grandchildren, five great-grandchildren.

Yeah, great.

...and just getting on with life.

Perfect.

Yeah.

Now do you want to...let's move onto your life...so when you...can you tell me about your life

growing up? What was it...what did...what happened when you were born?

When | was born?

Yep.

| was born in [UK location removed], and when | was seventeen days old — this is as much as |
know from the p...the papers | got from the redress [Residential Institutions Redress Board] - |
was brought over to the Sacred Heart Home, Dr...40 Drumcondra Road, Dublin, and | was
fostered out to a Miss Wardrop [pseudonym] in St Francis’s, Patrickstown [pseudonyms]. Now

St Francis’s was an ordinary house...
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Hmm.

...cottage, but she liked him so she called...instead of having numbers...

Hmm.

...she called the house St Francis’s, Patrickstown, Co Dublin. And | was there ‘til | was five, and

| had to go back to Sacred Heart Home because...for some unknown reason, she wanted to

keep me, but they weren't allowed. She fostered children...

Hmm.

...l don’t know how many she...70 or 80...

Wow.

...In her day. She wasn’t married, her and her Mum. And then | was in the Sacred Heart Home,

and we went out to school in St Francis Xavier’s in Dorset Street...and very run-down...

Hmm.

...dump. And...I run away then. | left school the day | was fourteen. They come in and told me,

‘you don’t have to go to school, you're finished school now’. And | had to work then in the ho...in

the Sacred Heart Home.

Okay...

The...

...what kind of work were you doing?

Like cleaning and washing and...you know...
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Yeah.

...ordinary things you'd do in the house, and in the kitchen, on the door, answering the door, and
you know, different...all different things like that, and just help with the running of the place, you
know. It was hard work...

Hmm.

...because you had to get down on your hands and knees for floors and stairs, and everything
like that...

Yeah.

...to clean, and dormitories and...

Did you ever have to work for private homes, did they ever send you out?

No, no.

No, it was just for the home itself?

Just for there.

Yeah.

There was only a hundred children in that.

Hmm.

And then of course, the day | was sixteen | run away from it. There was...you couldn’t say run

away...we went out without coats, it was just like having a...any sixteen year old would go out

and...

Yeah.
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...as far as | can remember. And we went down to the...you know the quays [in Dublin city]?

Hmm.

And we asked...| asked the bus drivers if they knew a...this will tell you how...how innocent we

were...if they knew Miss Wardrop in Patrickstown, and they all knew her!

Wow.

And we got a lift there for nothing, and now that’s about nine miles out of Dublin!

Great, gosh.

So they gave us a lift, and told us where to go when we got off...and then we were there for the
day and Kathleen [pseudonym] that was Miss Wardrop’s niece, brought us into Swords and put

us back on the bus to go back to the Sacred Heart Home.

Okay.

But we didn’t, we went straight from there to Bray and from Bray then we...they sent...there was
this woman that used to work in the Sacred Heart Home, she was like...| don’t know if she had
been a child there...or if she’d been a child...or something there, but she used to help looking
after everyone, and she came out for us...and...we didn’t even know she was coming out, but
she come anyway...and the only thing she said, ‘why did youse do it?” And | said...| do remember

saying to her, ‘do what?’ And she said, ‘run away’. | said, ‘we were going to come back anyway’.

Hmm.

But anyway, we didn’t get the opportunity, and when we came back we were put in a room they
used to use for visitors and that, and we were kept up the whole night...and we were there, and
the next thing...come in...the one came in with a scissors and a tray and just cut my hair off. And

the next morning we...no...she never spoke...
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Hmm.

...nothing...and the next morning, we went for...for our breakfast and we had to stand in front of
everyone. And | do remember her saying nobody was to speak to us — nobody did. And then we
had to go back to that room again.

(Coughs)

And | couldn’t tell you how | got to High Park [Sisters of Our Lady of Charity of Refuge Magdalene
Laundry]...

Hmm.

...l don’t know if we went by car or on the bus, | couldn't...

Yeah.

...tell you, but I'd imagine it was by car anyway. But anyway, we got there and she still never

spoke one word to me...

Hmm.

...nothing. | don’t know what happened to the other girl, | don’t know where she went. | think she
was about a year younger than me. And we went in there, and when | went in, you had to go into
another room and another girl come in and you had to strip off and put their clothes, which was
absolutely awful. The Sacred Heart Home’s [clothes] was bad enough but they were...

Hmm.

...really bad, and...they were all rough and horrible...

Hmm.
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...you know. And then | was told that | couldn’t use my name...and | never spoke a word, not

one word did | speak to anybody...

Hmm.

...| do remember | never spoke, | don’t know if it was shock or whatever...

Yeah.

...I never spoke a word. | didn’t ask how long | was going to be there or where | was or...well |

did know where | was, but | still never said anything. And then | was just...straight into work.

Jesus.

And...

And was...and do you remember...d...was it like, did you cry or did you show any...

No.

...do you remember anything like that?

No, I...I didn’t cry that day, | think | was just...l...l...

Hmm.

...probably in shock...

Yeah.

...l don’t remember crying. | do remember crying, oh I'd say maybe a month or so later. And | do

remember this old lady and she was sitting there...now to me she looked ancient...

Yeah.
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...and she s...says...says to me, ‘Collette [pseudonym],’ | always remember her saying to me,
she said, ‘to get through what you're going through,” she said, ‘think of nice things. When you're
going to bed,” she said, ‘you think of nice things that you want to happen,’ she said, ‘and that's
how you get through it'. | haven't got a clue what her name was.

Yeah.

| don’t remember one name in there and that is all...| just remember g...| don’t remember the

Christmas in there...

Hmm.

...I've neverhad a birthday in me life...in there, in the Sacred Heart Home, everything just passed

you...

Yeah.

...you know. And in...you had to kneel down every night on the wooden floors, no wonder | won't

kneel now...and for...to say the Rosary before you went to bed.

Hmm.

And...the...the...where they ate, it was so dark, it was horrible looking...

Yeah.

...and they were just long t[ables] you know and | can’t even remember what we ate.

Hmm, and did you have to eat in silence as well?

Yeah, yeah.

And did they...
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Everything was silent.

Do you remember them reciting prayers or...or anything like that?

It was always praying...

Yeah.

...but | used to just move me lips I never did.

Hmm.

ljust...you know, I...I think...I don’t know but from in there, I've always kept kind of...I'd say...say

me own prayers to meself and that...

Yeah.

...but I never believed...| was begged now, even for my kids to make their Communion because

by then | had kind of gone off religion...

Yeah.

...you know? But, it was Kathleen’s sister Harriet [pseudonym] that begged me to...she said, 'll

buy Rosemary’s [pseudonym] dress’. | said, ‘it's not the money’. | said, ‘l don’t know if | want to’.

Hmm.

Where | did eventually anyway. Now | still got them baptised when they were born...

Yeah.

...but | wasn't wanting to go into the religion with it...
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Hmm.

...you know, into the...the rest. But | did go anyway with them and...it was just things like that...|

never...and then the day | was leaving, | was just told | was leaving, get dressed, | got dressed

and |...that's when she spoke to me, it was the first time she spoke to me.

That nun?

Yeah.

Yeah, that...that...that brought you?

And told me | was going to a finishing school for young ladies. And | said, ‘yeah’. That's all | said

to her, ‘yeah’. She said, ‘you're going for two years to a finishing school’. That's what she said.

And | didn’t think anything of it, | went there but | got me name back.

Okay.

| was able to call me own...and they were younger, they were nearly all around my own age...

Hmm.

...some maybe a couple of years older and some younger...

Yeah.

...s0it...itwas...it didn't seem so bad.

And this was Baggot Street [Sisters of Mercy Training Centre]?

That was Baggot Street. And then they...after that they...they sent me to...do you rem...I don’t

know...do you know St Kevin’s Hospital? It was called...| think it's St James’s [Hospital] now?

Okay.
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It was St Kevin’s Hospital, | was sent there, not to the hospital, to the nuns’ part, to work in the

nuns’ thing and...for six weeks, when girls [who] were working there...

Hmm.

...were on holidays. And do you know, [ loved it.

Yeah.

| absolu...I can honestly say / loved it.

This was after Baggot Street?

Yeah.

Okay.

| honestly say...

Yeah.

...l did love it.

Yeah.

The work...we worked in it but it wasn't big...

Hmm.

...but...I was...I was really happy in it and | did...at...at the end of the six weeks | didn’t want to

leave it...

Yeah.

10
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...but | really did like it...

Yeah.

...you know, when you were going out and you had a...a half day off, and...you know, it was...it

was nice.

And you were paid at this...?

Yeah, and you were...| was paid there...

Yeah.

...and | did like that.

Yeah.

And the food, do you know | can remember the first time | had lettuce, and the first t...and what

they put on...they used to put vinegar on it and do you know, | still love vinegar on lettuce. Well,

you...your dressings have vinegar...

Yeah, yeah.

...in...in them anyway. And | can remember the first time | had cabbage, that was in Kathleen’s

aunt's. | can still remember it was that savoy cabbage, the curly one.

Yeah.

And her making the bread, and...it's all things like that | could remember. | suppose that was

because we’d never have decent food | could remember.

Yeah, these...

11
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These...

...foods were from outside...

...yeah...

...the institutions?

...l could really remember...and |...when I'd go...l used to call her Aunty Freda [pseudonym] and

go there, and she’d do toast off the fire and | thought there was nothing on earth like that.

That’s gorgeous.

And anytime | ever went th...if | go to any house and they've a fire, | have toast...

Hmm.

...off it, beautiful. But it was things like that...and | done the six weeks there.

Yeah.

And then they sent me to Beaumount Convalescent Home, it's a hos...the hospital...

Yeah.

...now, so | went there. Then | went to work...1...I just didn’t seem to be settling. So, | left there,

and...which | was sorry after | did because | went there and | went to work in a private house.

Okay.

| don't...they’re probably long go[ne]...Smiths [pseudonym] he was a fishmonger...

Okay.

12
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...in Dublin, [location removed]. He was lovely but she was...oh, you wanted to wring her neck.
They had two children and | was left to do everything. Well | hadn’t got p...patience for the kids...
(Laughs)

Yeah.

...for the ki[ds]. | was good to them, we used to have a good laugh. The...one was only a baby...

Yeah.

...only six months old, but George [pseudonym] the little fella, he was lovely, lovely little kids they

were.

Was the wife working as well?

No, she was a lazy thing, she never done nothing.

And you were left to look after them?

| was left...and she used to go out, and she’d have her s...she’d have her friend over the

road...my friend worked with...

Yeah.

...her friend, and she used to watch when my one went out, to see would | go out or do anything.
And on the phone they used to...they had a...a key on the phone, you know, and | remember
once he phoned up, Mr Smith [pseudonym] he phoned up and said...he was trying to let on he
was somebody else, and | said, ‘| know who you are,’ | said, ‘it's you Mr Smith,’ | said, ‘why don’t
you say it?’ | said, ‘'m here’. You know, just to see was | still there. You know, and th...so...to
tell the truth now about...what was her name, Josephine Dunphy [pseudonym], she was...she

used to help with the girls in Baggot Street and she came out to see me.

Yeah.

13
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You know.

In this private home?

Yeah, in this house because...

Yeah, in the house, sorry.

...they complained about me.

Oh.

Because I...I did swear at all the ki[ds]...they had a load of kids and they were expecting me to

do everything and the kids were run...they had two...and they kind of went around the room...

Hmm.

...you know, the thing...and the kids were running in and out and in the kitchen you don't allow...

Yeah.

...Iwas...I knew that, you wouldn’t have the kids in the kitch[en], and of course, | swore at them

to get out. And they went to Baggot Street, and Josephine came out and she couldn't believe the

weight, I'd gone down to six stone.

Really, gosh!

...from working there, six stone was all | was. Now he was fine, Mr Smith, but she wasn't. He

was really good and...

And were these jobs found for you by the nuns, like from...

No that wasn't...

14
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...Baggot Street? Oh that wasn't...

...it was a girl who got me that one, but they knew | had been in Baggot Street...

Yeah...

...and | hadn’t told them.

... because | was just wondering why they went to complain to...

| don’t know...

...Baggot Street?

...they complained me...complained about Baggot Street because Josephine came outand seen
me, and she said it. So, | remember...and | thought it was classic, it was the best thing I...I done,
| was over the moon with it. It was on the evening, and | said to...| seen Josephine, | sent her
around to where the bus...you know, you could get the bus one part and another part, so we
went the long way around and they were getting ready to go to a dinner dance - | always
remember! (Laughs) And he w...now honest to God, he was so handsome, he had this black suit
on him, and you know, his dickie-bow and all. And he said, ‘now what time do you think this is?’
| said, ‘whatever time you want it to be,’ | said. So he said, ‘we're...we're standing here waiting
to go out’. I said, ‘no you're not’. | said, ‘I'm leaving’. And | went upstairs, and | was delighted
because there was loads...she'd left piles of washing and ironing to be done, and | brought it
down, and | said, ‘there’s more’. And she was in a long dress ready to go out and | just said,
‘there, there’s more washing for you'. You know, and | walked out of there. And I...I went back

to Baggot Street.

Yeah.

Because Josephine said to me, she said, ‘I think you need to come back until we get you

somewhere,’ she said...

Okay.
15
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...She said, because...well, | had nowhere else to go...

Yeah.

...so0 | went back there.

Because you were living in as well, weren't you...

Yeah...

...Iin that place?

...yeah, yeah...you had to, and that's when they got me to the Mater Hospital and | worked in the

Mater Hospital then for a year | think. | was just...and then | went from there to the [name of

nursing home removed)] in [location removed].

Okay.

| was there for a while...that’s....it was not too far from his [interviewee’s husband] barracks

because | think he was...he was in [location removed] Barracks.

Oh yes, yeah, no | know, yeah.

Yeah, that's...

Yeah.

...where he was. So, you know, | was there and we got married then in [location removed]. And

then | had...come over here [to the UK]...well I...we lived in [name of Irish town removed]...

Hmm.

...for two year...

16



SP

SP

SP

SP

SP

SP

SP

SP

Okay.

...and | hated it. So, we upped and left, come over here to [UK location removed] first and then

we come...because Mick [pseudonym] had brothers here so we come here, and that's where we

are ever since.

Ah, okay.

And that’s the end of my life!

(Laughs) Well thank you very much, I'm going to go back though, and ask you some questions.

You ask me what you want, yeah.

We’re going back to the start...

Right.

...S0 when you were at...I just wanted to know about your...so you were saying with your

education, at fourteen it stopped.

It stopped.

Did you actually do like a Primary Certificate...

No! (Laughs)

...or anything like that?

No, | had nothing.

So it was just kind of basic?

17
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No, | only went as far as fourth...

Yeah.

...class.

Okay, and so it was just like very basic?

It was...now that school was very basic, it's very....

Yeah.

...you wouldn’t probably know where it is...

Hmm.

...Dorset Street.

Oh Dorset Street, | do know Dorset Street yeah.

Yeah, well it...it’s still there.

Is it?

It's a little red building in between...I don’t know if it's for the deaf now or something...

Oh...I think I know it.

Deaf and the blind...

Yeah.

...something like that.

18
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No, I do know it, I...I can p...picture it alright.

Yeah, well it wasn't a big school, but it wasn't a school you learned anything in...

Yeah.

...you know. Unless you were extremely clever and knew what you were doing. But it wasn't....it

was a very run down...like St Trinian’s...

Hmm.

...they didn’t care what we done.

And you were mixed in with day...

We were mixed in, and | think that's why...I think that's why the Sacred Heart Home wasn’t so

bad...

Okay.

...because we went out.

Hmm.

But it was a surprising school for them to send us to...

Yeah.

...really.

And did the kids...

They were very poor kids...

19
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...yeah...

...from very poor backgrounds.

...did they ever treat you differently for being...

No.

No.

No, no.

They didn’t know that you were in a home, or...?

No. Oh they knew...

Yeah.

...they all knew we were from the Sacred Heart Home.

Okay, but you were treated...

Because | even met up with them when we used to go dancing in Dublin and that, you know.

Mick knew them as well, you know. We just went to the same school and that was it.

Hmm, okay.

But it was a very, very run-down school. You...honestly, | can honestly say, you just barely knew

how to read and write, you didn’t know hardly anything, you know.

Yeah.

You just had to learn yourself with reading and things...

20



SP

SP

SP

SP

SP

SP

SP

SP

Hmm.

...you know.

And then you’d go back to the school? And what was...

We’d go back to Sacred Heart Home.

Sorry, the...the home | mean.

Yeah.

And what kind of...sort of routine would you have there?

You'd...you'd just have your tea, you'd have prayers, you'd have your tea and it was always

just...during the War | remember, well | mean there was...don’t forget there wasn’t an awful lot

of food...

Hmm.

...around even then. We used to have this cocoa, it was the worst cocoa I've ever tasted, it was

Shell and it was like...you know, absolutely awful. And we used to do that, but we used to still

work...

Hmm.

...once you come to about, what twelve or thirteen, you had to work.

Yeah.

You know, beds had to be made and all things like that, and every morning then it was Mass

and...you know. But...no, | didn’t complain about the treatment in there...

Yeah.
21
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...because...during the War you know, everybody...you know the way it was, thing...everything

was rare, but it was lack of education. Mind you, | don't think | would have even bothered because

you weren't really interested in things...

Hmm.

...you know, but | think from other homes in Dublin | think we were lucky, if you could say that.

Yeah.

But it was bet...it was a better way of life because we went out...

Hmm.

...there were some homes and they never got out.

Hmm.

You know.

So yeah, you got out to the school is it, to the...

Yeah...

...to the...

...we got out to school...

Hmm.

...and you made friends outside...

Hmm.
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...you know? You had friends in the school.

Yeah.

You know, and that's the way it was. But it all changed, as | said, when...when the day | run

away.

Hmm, yeah.

That all changed.

And...sorry | forgot to ask what...'cause...just so that we know what kind of time period this is,

what year were you born?

| was born in '36.

‘36 okay, yep. So we're talking about...

| was born...1936, as | told you, and went over there at seventeen years of age. So | was in

homes you can say from that...from...I went back...l went to Miss Wardrop in 1937, exactly a

year...

Yeah.

...and | stayed with her ‘il '41.

Hmm.

And then | was in the Sacred Heart Home for that number of years...

Yeah.

...and then to what you call it, so...

23



SP

SP

SP

SP

SP

SP

SP

SP

Yeah.

...s0 it was all institutions...

Hmm.

...you know.

And at this stage you didn’t know anything about your family, no?

You'd no...you weren't told anything about anything, it didn’t matter what, you weren't told.

Hmm.

You thought...you just thought you were an orphan, you...you had nobody and that was it.

Yeah.

There was a few girls in there and...it’s funny, there was a few girls...two girls in there, Ahern

[pseudonym] and | knew them because their brother was with Miss Wardrop...

Okay.

...and their Dad used to go there every night with sweets for them. He didn’t see them, but he
used to hand them in, you know, because when...when you were about thirteen, fourteen you
were on the door, so you were...

Hmm.

...he used to come about six, half six and just drop them in. So | kind of knew...knew them, like

you know, from...what do you call it...

Yeah.
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...from Miss Wardrop and that. But...

And did you ever sort of...what...what...how did you feel towards the idea of families and things

like that while you were growing up?

You...you did, you did wonder what...

Hmm.

...why other kids had parents and you never...

Yeah.

...you know, and that...that part was hard, you know, you'd say to yourself...I remember some

kids went out for adoption...

Yeah.

...and they were always lovely little pretty things that went out, but a lot of them came back, you

know, where they wouldn’t be kept, because...for some unknown reason th...they wouldn’t get

adopted then...

Okay.

...you know, and you'd wonder why they were going, because you were only a kid yourself...

Yeah.

...atthe time, you know. But then when you're getting older you just go along with the flow and...

Yeah.
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...do what you have to do and that. But you...you never really wondered when you were getting
out of it. And | mean, the day that we went, and we went down and asked them about
Patrickstown and all that, the drivers, we didn’t even know we had to pay money for to go on a
bus or anything.

Yeah.

We had no idea...

Yeah.

...about...even if they had just said, ‘you’re going to such a place,” we wouldn’t have known what

to do with anything.

Hmm.

We wouldn’t have known that you go to work and get paid, we wouldn’t have known that. So

even going into High Park we wouldn't have...you know.

Yeah.

Only with High Park | really did not know if | was ever getting out of there...

Yeah.

...that was so frightening...

Yeah.

...because you thought, that's it now, you're there now and that...you're not g...

And was the doors in High Park now, was the doors and the windows, were they all locked?

Do you know, | can’t even remember windows in it.
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Hmm.

| really can't.

Yeah.

Cannot rem[ember]. | know they had a yard.

Yeah.

That's what made it look so much like a prison. It was probably the only bit of fresh air you got,

you know, and you were allin it.

Yeah.

But | didn’t realise High Park was very big with other things in it, | didn’t know that.

Yeah.

And...

Did you know that there was even a children’s home there and...?

Ill tell you when | found out about the children’s home, now this is the most surprising thing of

all. | was sitting in there and | was watching telly and you know Pierce Brosnan?

Yeah.

He come on television in Evelyn,! did you ever see that?

1 Evelyn is a film made in 2002, which is based on the story of Desmond Doyle, who fought a legal battle to have his
children returned to him in the 1950s.
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Yeah.

| was sitting watching that and — God I love him - | was sitting there and | seen this car driving
up...so that's how | do know | was in the car, and driving up...and the front of it...I said, ‘that's
High Park’. And Rita Egan [pseudonym for interviewee’s solicitor] she come the next day, |
was...l had to see her about papers and that, and | said...| was telling her, and she said, ‘that
was High Park’. | said, ‘it couldn’t be’. | said, ‘that was a children’s home’. She said, ‘that had a
children’s home,’ she said, ‘on the other side,’ and | didn’t know that. And that was very harsh

even for the kids...

Yeah.

...you know, it...the way he...now | believed every bit of that...

Hmm.

...not knowing that it really was High Park. But it's funny, it was only that drive up to it, | said,
‘that's High Park’.

Yeah.

And | did say...| did say to one of the kids and she said, ‘why what’s High Park?’ | said, ‘oh it's
only a home in Ireland,’ | said, you know, | didn't tell them what it was until later on. | said to Rita,
she said, ‘yeah it was’.

Wow.

Yeah, until then, | hadn’t rem...I hadn'’t even thought about how | got there.

Hmm. And do you remember Mass time, like when you were in Mass? Like, do you r...because

I...I heard from others that the children were in the same place.

| never seen kids.
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But you were kept separated so...

Well | never seen them...

...yeah, yeah.

...I never seen kids. Never...| never ever seen anyone else in it...

Wow.

...only women that worked in the laundry, | didn’t see...and | don’t remember seeing anyone

else.

Okay, yeah, yeah.

Hmm.

And tell me, who did you do the laundry for, what kind of...oh actually sorry, what...what did

you...what was your responsibility there?

You just had washing to do...

Yeah.

...and you know, you washed, you helped dry, you ironed.

So did you have to do all those things?

You had to do all them, washing and ironing. And | always remember there was this...the...this
massive, big thing and | used to see girls used to wash their hair and go into it. It w...they used
to call it, it sounds stupid, a ‘hurdy gurdy’ it was called and it dried the clothes. Like a massive

big dryer and...and | went in with this girl...went to see what it [was] and | washed my hair, you

know, and she said, ‘wash your hair and we'll go in’. And it dried in a few minutes...
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Wow.

...you know. But the washing you had...but I...| seen clothes as well as...

Hmm.

...like shirts and all things like...yeah, | think you just washed for any...you know...

Yeah.

...when the things used to come in, and | used to sort out as well. But they had to go in bags...

Yeah.

...and then a couple of things for it to, you know, they had numbers and marks and you had to

do...do that as well. So you had to do a bit of everything.

And do you remember any other kind of laundry that you were...were you doing sheets and
things like that?

They had sheets, you name...yeah, all sheets and...

Yeah.

...that's why I'm saying we done shirts as well...

Yeah, okay.

...because...sheets and table cloths, like hotel stuff...

Yeah, yeah.

...pillow cases...
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Hmm.

...all things like that you were doing. We were...l don’t know now, the Mater Hospital was very

near there...

Yeah.

...there’s quite a few places up along there...

Hmm.

...that | don’t know, the Mater now, although | worked in it, | don’t know if they had a laundry, |
don'’t think they had.

No.

So the laundry probably went there because I'm sure that would’ve been one of the nearest

places...

Hmm.

.foritto go...

Yeah.

...you know, because the Mater Hospital was very big...

Yeah.

...really big hospital that was. We...| worked in the private part, Eccles Street...

Hmm.
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...you know...

Yeah.

...and that's where | worked. It was alright working in there, but as | say it was...that was hard

work as well...

Yeah.

...you know you just had to go. But | tell you what, | can never sympathise with the kids of today.
| realfly]...l...I don’t sympathise with any of mine, | do say, ‘don’t even go there, | don’t want to
know’. Because it's lovely that they have it easy, and that...you know, that they have...but | was
here with five kids and had to do it all myself. | never had anybody to help me, ever. You never
had babysitters, never...you had to be with your kids and that’s it. And when they tell me now it's
hard, | do say, ‘don’t annoy me, youse have a house, | was in one room with four children and
expecting a fifth...no in...with three and expecting a fourth before | ever got a house. One room,
two flights of stairs’. And | say...but after being in Baggot Street it kind of hardened you, that you

got on, but then a lot of us were in that same...

Hmm.

...over here. We were all on the one boat and we had some good fun together and that, other
girls you know, that were over from...that lived in...from Ireland and that. But that's how we lived,
so | can’t sympathise when you see the kids getting everything. I'd have lovin’ [loved] a house
when | had one f...child...

Yeah.

...l expecting me fourth before | got it. A fortnight before | had Nessa [pseudonym] | got a house
and | had to make sure | had stuff for them to...beds or whatever before | ever...the fortnight

before | had the child because he was working.

Yeah.
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And | had to go and drag...you had to drag everything around, you know, food, kids, carry the
bonnet...you’d have to carry the body of the car, the wheels down first, then go back up two
flights of stairs to get the body and carry that down, then go back up again and get three kids,
you kn...you know what | mean? (Laughs) And you're out here! (Demonstrates being pregnant)
Yeah.

You know.

And you're pregnant as well.

| never went to a hospital on three of my kids because nobody would look after the others.

You gave birth at home?

| gave birth at home with Rosemary, | never went to anybody.

Wow.

| never went...| never went to a doctor on Rosemary, Colm or Nessa [pseudonyms]. | just

went...this is going to sound bad, | only went when | was...you were getting the grant money.
Yeah, yeah, yeah.

And I'd go and | asked a friend, | said, ‘ask them for a form for me’. And they said, ‘why, is she
pregnant?’ And | was expecting Rosemary. And...but you had nobody to look after your kids, you
had to do it yourself,

Yeah.

So that's why | cannot sympathise with kids today...

Yeah.
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...| said, ‘don’t...don’t you even go there with me’. You know it sounds hard....

| understand.

...but it's not when you had to do all that, you know and then come down...after you done all that

you'd have to still go down two flights of stairs and cook...

Yeah.

...and then bring them back up, so no wonder | was only six stone. You know, so you...you just
cannot sympathise with children...of kids today and what they’ve got. I'd...not envious, it's great
that...

Hmm.

...they have it and | wouldn't have liken [liked] them to have it as hard as | had it, but we had to

get on with it.

Yeah, and you know when you were in the laundry and you said you didn’t know if you were

going to come out, did you...did you ever think you were going to have children and...and a

family?

No, you didn’t even go that far.

Yeah.

You didn’t even go that far.

And you remember you said that a woman...the woman, when she saw you crying told you...

Yeah, she said that.

...to think happy thoughts...
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Yeah.

...what were your...did you...did...did you take that advice?

No.

No.

Not really.

Yeah.

You know, because...I don’t know what went through my...no | don’t suppose...I don’t suppose...

Hmm.

... did, because | wouldn’t have known what kind of thoughts to be having...

Yeah.

...you know, because it was living from day to day.

Okay.

Surviving...

Yeah.

...that's what you'd say, surviving from day to day.

Yeah.

You know, but it was just hard...
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Hmm.

...it really was hard.

And do you remember any of the nuns?

| don't.

No.

| cannot even place any of them.

Yeah.

| didn’t...I didn’t experience any cruelty towards me in it, not any...any of that at all. It was just a

frightening place to be...

Yeah.

...areal, real frightening place to be.

And can you try and t...t...explain why it was frightening?

You see the Sacred Heart Home wasn'’t very big...

Hmm.

...itonly had a hundred children and it was a bright kind of place. There | found the laundries and

that, very dull and al...it always looked kind of damp, if that makes sense.

Yeah, yeah.

There was nothing like homely about it, it was wooden floors...
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Hmm.

...and there was nothing nice...there wasn'’t a thing nice about it at all...

Okay.

...you know. In Sacred Heart Home we got out now, for...for parties and for...

Hmm.

...we got out for lots of different things, but you were in there and in all honesty you really thought
that was the end of your life, you did not think you were ever getting out of there. And you didn’t
even question when you were told, you were just told to get dressed you know, and clothes given
to me and that was it.

And did...did you get paid?

No! What? Don’t be funny! Indeed you didn’t, nothing, no not at all. You were lucky you got

anything to eat, never mind...

And, say things like toothpaste, toothbrush...

No, no...

.. like...

...No, no.

Nothing?

No, we weren't given anything...

And...
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...Nno, and you had to make your own sanitary towels.

Oh really?

Yeah.

With like, cloth?

Yeah, and wash them. So, could you imagine that? So, can you imagine me trying to tell my kids

things like...oh, you couldn'’t tell your kids things like that, you know.

Yeah.

But their life is a piece of cake. Which, I'm really pleased for them but in crisis how will they cope?

Yeah.

You know you've got to think of it that way as well. | hope life is always like that for them...

Hmm.

...you know.

And you know when you were there, was there o...other women in charge of you, do you

remember or...?

No, | never remember being told what to do by anyone.

[Sound of car passing in background]

SP

D

Okay, so...

| don’t ever remember because...
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...were you just explained...

...you just went along...

...yeah, were you just explained...

...you just went along...

...like, one day...

...yeah...

...like when you...when you arrived, were you just explained...

...yeah...

... this is what you have to do?’

...yeah, | remem...there was a girl, the one that | was put with, | can’t think of her name, she had

been in the Sacred Heart Home.

Okay.

But she was years older...

Okay.

...you know. And...she was...I can’t remember her name but she left...

Hmm.

...she left. But she never said anything to me, she never said...| don’t ever remember her saying

to me, ‘don’t worry you will get out sometime,’ she never...never said a word to you like that.
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And in general did you say much to anyone...

No.

...did you make friends?

No, never made friends with anyone...

Yeah.

...don’t ever remember making friends. The only one was that girl, that...when we went into that

thing for to dry our hair...

Yeah. (Coughs)

...and I'd say she...now, looking back, | would say she was about twenty-two...

Hmm.

...you know, around that I'd say she was. But then, don’t forget, a lot of women were a lot older

looking then weren’t they? They were, if you'd seen some...

Probably, especially in the laundry.

Yeah...

(Coughs)

...some of them were very old looking and you...you’d look at some of them and you’d think they

were in their eighties...and seventy, you know...

(Coughs)

...you really would think that they were very old.
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[Irrelevant conversation removed]

[Audio File 1 ends]

[Interview briefly paused]

[Audio File 2 begins]

SP Okay, yep. So, you know when you were there in...in the laundry in High Park, did someone die

while you were there?

D | don’t know, | can’t remember if there was...yeah, lots of people were...the...people had died,
like...

SP Hmm.

D ...you know, but I don’t know if this was a nun or one of the women, | couldn’t tell you. But that...l

wouldn’t say it was one of the nuns that they’d have had that under...

SP Hmm.

D ...but they never embalmed in Ireland, did they?

SP I'm not sure actually.

D No, because they bury very quick in Ireland...

SP Yeah.
D ...s0 I don'’t think so...
SP Hmm.
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...but in them days they wouldn’t have done anyway. But it was weather like this, so you can

imagine what that was...

Hmm.

...and it was absolutely horrible.

Yeah.

And of course, | wouldn’t have known, you know, and | kept thin[king], what's that for?

Yeah.

Nobody told you and you didn’t know...

Yeah.

...you know, it didn’t seem to be bothering anyone.

You were saying there was a bowl underneath...

A bowl underneath the coffin on the floor...

Yeah.

...and I thought...| was wondering what that was, you know I...I'd never seen...I'd never seen a

coffin before, never mind seeing that.

Yeah.

So, I probably would have thought it was the normal thing.

Yeah.
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| wouldn’t have known any different.

And when you saw that happening, when you saw s...someone dying, would this person...

| didn’t see them dying, | didn’t even see who it was...

...yeah...

...I just seen the coffin...

...0h, okay, and when you...

...and then saying prayers.

...and when you saw...when you saw that, did you think that was going to happen to you?

Well, you...you’d think to yourself...no, it left you wondering who it was...

Hmm, okay.

...you didn’t know whether they were old, young...

Yeah.

...you know, because | went to school with a few kids that w...that died, but we didn’t see them,

went to their funeral...

Yeah.

...we just went to the funeral.

Did you see where they were buried? Not the kids in the school, | mean [inaudible]...

No, we didn’t see that...
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Okay.

...Nno, because we didn’t go out or anything...

Okay.

...we just were in that...

Hmm.

...that was like a building...that would have been...there was only the...I never even seen the

kitchens in that place. | only ever seen the room that we used to say prayers at night...

Hmm.

...the church, and where you ate, and the dormitories...

Yeah.

...that's all. | didn't see any other part in it.

And did you...did you ever discuss with others about why you were there?

No, you weren't allowed.

Okay.

You were told you weren't to ask, you weren't to ask anything about...

Hmm.
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...about anything like that. You know like, you couldn’t tell anyone what your real name was, and

you couldn’t...say why you were there. Well of course we never knew why we were...| didn’t

know why | was there, | had no idea, you know.

Hmm.

It's what | would've imagined prison to be like in them days...

Hmm.

...that’s what...to me it was prison.

Yeah.

And especially when you see prisons what they are today, you think it's a piece of cake, it's a

hotel today! You had nothing like that, it was just damp and dreary and horrible. There was

nothing bright about it at all, nothing.

And what did you do...I presume you got break...a break or like a time?

| don’t ever remember breaks except, we'll say in the summer they had a yard and that was it.

You know, you'd go out in that we'll say maybe on a Sunday, or...thing. | can’t even remember

if it was a regular thing, but | don’t think it was because you worked all day.

Yeah.

So | don’t remember, no | don't think so.

Okay. And how many days a week did you work?

Six, you didn’t work on a Sunday...

Hmm.
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...l...I don’t think you did. But looking at...to me every day was the same. There was no...|
couldn’t see a difference in any day, every day was the same. You got up, you said your prayers,
y...you know, you went to Mass, said your prayers, you tidied up your bed and...thing, and had
your breakfast, and then straight away into the laundry. And that was just the normal thing...
Hmm.

...every single day.

Yeah.

That is what went on in it.

Hmm...and (clears throat and takes a drink) sorry. You then went onto Baggot Street.

Baggot Street was...it was the same, it was work all the while there as well.

Was it the same routine?

The same routine, but | don't think it was as hard, it wasn't as harsh...

Yeah.

...as...thing [High Park]. You didn't get out in it either and you didn’t get paid either. But you
never seen where the clothes come in, you never seen where [the] laundry come in, in either
place, | never. You know, you...it would all be there...sometimes you would wonder, ‘where did
this...this all come from?’

Hmm.

You know.

Did you ev...so you never saw any delivery men or...?
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No, that’s...oh no, never seen nobody,...

Yeah.

...never seen a man in there.

Actually | forgot to ask, did you ever get any visitors or anything?

No, | never had one visitor in the year | was in it...

And...

...well eleven months | was...

Hmm.

...in it. I never had a visitor.

And in Baggot Street as well, you never had...

Never had anybody in Baggot Street.

And was there any...ever any inspectors or anything?

| never seen any.

Okay.

Never seen anybody.

Actually, did you ever have any accident or witness any accidents?

No.

47



SP

SP

SP

SP

SP

SP

SP

SP

SP

Okay.

No, | d...no, | don’t think | did...no | didn't.

Yeah.

No. It was just the same...

Hmm.

...boring routine from morning ‘il night that's it...

Yeah.

...and that’s just the normal thing, day-to-day, in and out and that's it.

Yeah.

You know.

And if you were ill would a doctor come in or...

| never got sick there...

...okay.

...that | do know.

Yeah.

| never got sick in there.

Yeah, okay.
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Yeah. | did in Sacred Heart Home but that was only ordinary kids’ stuff, you know.

Yeah.

But that was hard enough as well in there. Even though you got out, but there was more...they
used to get more things for charity and...you know, we used to go to the AOH [Ancient Order of
Hibernians] every Christmas for a party from the Sacred Heart Home, and it was the Gresham
Hotel that used to pay for the k...used to pay some of that.

Okay.

Yeah.

Yeah.

And you’'d go to pantomimes, because you’d see the Artane kids there and different...| think they
used to have different days for things like that. But as | say, | think with Sac...Sacred Heart Home
it was different because you got out....

Yeah.

...you know, but...and there was visitors because now Miss Wardrop came to see me, she used
to come and see me now and again. But then of course she was busy, she was raising kids and
it as a long way to come in...

Yeah.

...from Patrickstown to...to there like, you know. But...now, that was prison, it was nothing more,

only prison.

And in Baggot Street who were you doing laundry for?

We didn’t know, you never knew who you done it for.
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Okay.

You didn’t know in High Park and you didn’t know there, you hadn’t got a clue.

Yeah.

And even shirts, you'd see clothes, like, shirts and that in Baggot Str...in High Park, didn’t see

them in Baggot Street, but in High Park...you didn’t know...you didn’t know, they were probably

just...

Hmm.

...laundry sent in to be done, you know. It could’ve been anyone...

Yeah.

...you know.

Yeah.

And unless as you say, if there was a children’s part in it maybe they...they had men over there,

you know. |...I don’t know about that but | do know a lot of them were big thing...and then you

had nuns’ things. | remember we had...was it nuns...no, it was priests...You know these priests

that dress all in white?

Yep, yep like their vestments?

No, they dress like that all the...they were like...

Oh.

...Passion Fathers or something?

Oh okay, okay.
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And...and theirs, well | never done them, but they had [a] special way of cleaning them...

Yeah.

...them things, but the nuns nearly always done them, and the...we’ll say older women would do
that, not...

Hmm.

...any of us. And...and it used to be done with | think, s...I've often heard, with sulphur or
something, | don’t know how they done...well | mean that's what | heard, so | don’t know how
true that s, | d...you know. But | should imagine sulphur would be a bit dangerous...

Yeah.

...you know, so...but that wouldn’t have been for...that would’ve been for people | suppose, who

knew...

Yeah.

...how to use it, but I'm sure that's what I...| heard. It's al...that’s always come to my mind about

that, when I'd see one of them Passion Fathers you know, and then all in white...

Hmm.

...and big cross thing and | always thought of that there...

Yeah.

...them getting done there. | don’t even know whereab...they weren't in the proper laundry...

Okay.
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...you know, but...

And did you ever do anything like sewing or like making rosaries...

No.

...or...or anything like that?

No.

It was just laundry you did.

Yes that's all.

Okay.

Yeah. In the Sacred Heart Home now they made all their own clothes.

Oh, okay.

Yeah, they used to make the clothes and...the clothes weren’t too bad there.

When you say ‘they,” who...who’s ‘they’?

They'd have...there w...there was a nun a Sr Agatha [pseudonym], and she used to have some

girls doing it on the sewing machines and that.

Hmm.

And one of the girls was a bridesmaid of mine...

Oh okay.
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...and she got a good trade out of it, because she could make jeans, and | went up to see her in
Lon...she lives in London, and | went up to see her and she was making jeans, and the jackets
as well. And she learned all of that there, so she did learn something, but | suppose it was the
chosen few. Wasn't it, you know? If your face fit, you know but that...that was her (points out
picture)...

Yeah.

...yeah...and...the...we done the laundry in that place and that’s it.

And in Baggot Street did you make any friends there or...?

Well everybody...everybody was friendly...

Yeah.

...you know, you all kind of got on together and that...it wasn't bad there at all.

Yeah.

Like | couldn’t really grum...but there was no...there was no life really, if you know what | mean,

it was just one boring thing after another.

You were locked up there as well?

Yeah.

Yeah.

Yeah.

And do you remember nuns there or...?

Yes, and they were the same ones that were in High Park.
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SP Okay.

D Yeah.

SP And what were they like?

D I'm sure they were Mercy, Sisters of Mercy,? but | don’t know.

SP Yeah.

D They weren't too bad...

SP Hmm.

D ...they weren’t too bad. There wasn’t an awful lot of girls in that, it wasn’'t a massive...
SP Okay.

D ...big place...

SP Yeah.

D ...and maybe that's why.

SP Yeah.

D You know, it wasn't a really big place.

SP And was the food an improvement?

D No.

2 High Park was run by the Sisters of Our Lady of Charity of Refuge, while the Sacred Heart Home on Drumcondra Road
was manged by ‘a Committee of Ladies’, and the Sisters of Charity of St Vincent de Paul. (Irish Catholic Directory, 1951)
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(Laughs)

(Laughs) Definitely no. The food in any of the places...

Yeah.

...was horrible.

Yeah. You were saying...

Food was...

...an egg was a treat is it?

Well, in Sacred Heart Home you got one at Easter.

Yeah.

An egg. And in the other one, Friday was your dinner and egg. | don’t ever remember getting one

in Baggot Street.

Hmm.

| can’t remember the food in Baggot Street, it wasn’t very good anyway...

Yeah.

...you know. But | remember when we used to have to make jam in Sacred Heart Home, because
| remember having to stand on the stool, you couldn’t reach into the pot, and stand, and you'd
put gloves...like things they had made, right up and you'd have to stir. Now that could've been

very dangerous...

Yeah.
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...that could’ve been really dangerous for you. But we didn’t do anything like that in...in High

Park, it was just hard slog in there,...

Yeah.

...always washing and cleaning, you know, and that’s all...that’s all it really was.

And in Baggot Street did they ever tell...did you ever find out why any of the other girls were

there or was it like High Park where you couldn’t say...

No, well you d...you didn’t bother asking.

Okay.

Well [ know th...th...my bridesmaid, she ended up in Baggot Street, her and her sister...

Hmm.

...the two of them ended up in Baggot Street and | don’t know why...

Okay.

...they ended up in Baggot Street, they never said why.

So it was just something that you generally didn’t talk about?

| suppose it was...ge...finding somewhere for people to go. You know, and for pay...and at

nineteen they would have had to get rid of me anyway.

Hmm.

Coming up to nineteen, you know, they'd have had to let...let me go. They...they couldn’t have

kept me any longer than that...
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Yeah.

...so that was it.

Yeah.

So...

That's when they found you that six-week job, you were...

Yeah.

...saying, yeah?

Yeah.

Okay.

Yeah. And that was my life.

Yeah.

Yeah.

And in...in general, how do you think that that’s affected you, you know this whole...

...all these institutions?

...it made...I kn...l know it might sound stupid but | think it makes you that bit stronger to deal

with life, because when you know, after being in them places and you know you're totally on your

57



SP

SP

SP

SP

SP

SP

SP

own you know, you know whatever is thrown at you you've got to cope. You've nobody to turn

to, you've have nobody to...

Hmm.

...50 you had to do it, you know, you had to do it yourself...

Yeah.

....and raising the kids. As | say, | never got out when | had the kids because | h...I had nobody.

You know, but an awful lot of women that left Ireland and we[nt]...came over here, that's...they

were all in the one boat.

Yeah.

You know, and | think that's why Irel...the Irish are kind of closer.

Yeah.

You know. But it was a case of having to get on with life and you know when you have kids

(coughs) that you'd have to be a bit strict because you wouldn’t want to...them to end up with

anyone...

Yeah.

...you know. But | never had a problem in loving me kids.

Yeah.

(Coughs)

Actually that’s leading on to the next question | was going to ask is...

| never had a problem loving my kids, never, ever...
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...and in fact...

...and even now...

...yeah...

...we tell each other that even now.

...that’s great.

We never had that problem.

Did you.. like...did you ever think it was going to be a problem becoming a parent because you
hadn't...

No.

...a family life?

No.

Did you...did you just...

ljust...

...how did you know how to do it?

...that just come dead natural to me, like as if | was...because | had children of me own, you

know. H...now, he was very good when they were babies...

Yeah.

...he could’ve gave them away when they were five, (laughs) but as babies he was brilliant...
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Yeah.

...you know, and...no, | never had a problem at all and | still tell my kids today...

Hmm.

...that | love them.

Yeah. And actually as well, n...would...not just...

For one that never got it...

Hmm.

... think I got it...| would say, | must have got it from Miss Wardrop’s house. | had to, for it to stay

in me, because you never got it wh...

Hmm.

...in any of them places.

Yeah, you...you didn’t have much...

Not ever.

...love or affection...

No.

...Iin those places.

Nothing, no you hadn't got any kind of affection.
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Okay.

But I never, ever, ever...I can s...say that heart on hand, had that problem.

Yeah, yeah.

Never had a problem with loving my kids, ever. But | made sure nobody else was getting them

either.

Yeah.

[ think that's...| think that's what it was as well.

Actually you were telling me that story about the Legion of Mary.

Oh my God, I'd have killed her.

Do you want to just...

Yeah.

...repeat it for the...

Yeah...

...the...

...you know, when they sent for me...and then sent them for...they come for the baby, I...I flew

up that ch...the church is still there, [name of church removed)].

Yeah, just..just...just to say, because | know where it was, but this was here in [location

removed]...

Yeah.
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...and...that they came to look for you to...to bring the baby...

Yeah.

...to be baptised, isn't...

Yeah.

...Is that right?

Yeah, sen...yeah, but sending a couple of kids! | nearly had a fit!

Yeah.

That was the last thing, no way was one of mine going to anything, never let them out of my sight

for anything like that.

Hmm.

You know, | wouldn’t have let them so, he wouldn't have anyway...

Hmm, yeah.

...you know. And then | knew then what they really, really were like when they sent his Mum

over, and when she told me that, well  was gobsmacked, that they said she was living in moral

danger, you know.

Just because you hadn’t baptised your baby, is that the...

Yeah.

Yeah.
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Yeah, because she was...you know. | couldn’t believe that, but it was only in them days that they
would have got away with that, they got away with such a lot, it was...Everything was based on
religion in Ireland. It...so long as you were baptised and went to church, it didn’t matter what else

you done, once you done that. But they had too much influence...

SP Hmm.

D ...In...where they put people away...and...you know. Because | reckon that kids were taken out
of the country as well.

SP Yeah.

D And | reckon that's what happened to me that was | was taken out of the country because the
trail ends about my mother, there’s nothing.® So | would...you know when I got the papers from
the Redress [Residential Institutions Redress Board] they were all blacked out...

SP Oh.

D ...parts. Like about mother and father and thing...

SP Yeah.

D ...and then when...it says when | went to High Park, ‘parents dead’. Now | know
another...another girl that was in a laundry, | haven’t got her address but you'd have to ask...what
do you call her, Rita or Peter [pseudonym] and she was told hers was dead, and she found them.
She f...now, she’s a few years...a good few years younger than me...

SP Yeah.

D ...you know, but she found them. And she had the letter and they told her not to get in touch
again. You know, | mean she was getting on, but that wasn't the point...

3 See page 66-67.

63



SP

SP

SP

SP

SP

SP

SP

SP

Yeah.

...you'd have thought like she’d have filled her in, told her things. And she was sent over from

Ireland to...to [location removed].

Oh.

Peter has her address...

Yeah.

...she was in a laundry.

Wow.

Yeah. But it's not on the list [schedule of institutions covered under the Magdalene ex gratia

scheme].

Okay.

The one she was in.

Oh really, which one was she in?

Athlone.

Oh Athlone...

Now what part of Ireland is Athlone in?

That'’s the Midlands...

The middle?
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...like in the...middle. Yeah.

...yeah, now because Kathleen says to me, ‘it's up the North,’ | said, ‘| don’t think so Kathleen,’
| said, ‘I think it...

It's near Galway, it's about forty minutes away or something. It's...yeah, it's just in between say

from Dublin, itd be Athlone and then Galway or something like...

Oh | see.

...that.

But anyway that's where she...I...I'd never heard of that.

Hmm, okay yeah, yeah that’s not on the list, you're right...

No.

...yeah.

...but I would...that's why | did say to the solicitor | wanted all them unblocked [unredacted).

Hmm.

| wanted everything...

Yeah.

...ithad on them...

Yeah.

...because | said...|I said...wh...I said it at the Redress, | said, ‘well | didn’t get up and walk into

the Sacred Heart Home on my own’.
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Yeah.

| was only a baby, somebody had to bring me. And she didn’t want to know, the judge says...|
said, ‘well if | was taken over from Sheffield to...thing’. She said, ‘who told you that?’ | said, I
have it in black and white’.

Yeah.

| said the name of the hospital. | said, ‘so, | said, ‘wouldn’t they have had to document that?” And

she changed that subject, she didn’t want to know about that.

So you never found your parents?

So | never found nobody. No, sure | didn’t even get a...a proper...

Yeah.

...birth certificate, | got nothing. That's why | want all that unblocked because there is an awful
lot of it blocked...

Hmm.

...it's all inked over. So | said to him, | said, ‘yeah, ask for everything they have on me’.

Yeah.

You know, because they must have them.

Exactly.

Hmm. | mean all they told me as | said — religion again — | was baptised in Sheffield.

And how does it feel not knowing about your family?
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It's not nice, I'll tell you why now, because this was going on for a long time, about the Redress
thing and | used to say, ‘Mick, oh | can’t be bothered,” | said, ‘l...I'd be wasting my time,’ you
know, and he was rea...| had gone to the doctor and the doctor says to me, ‘have...do you know
[if] any of your family suffered with diabetes?’ And...quick as anything | just said, ‘no’. But when
| was walking back, | thought to myself, ‘I really should find out, try and find out about that

because it's not fair to my kids, it can be hereditary things that...

Yeah.

...and genealogy, they need to know things like that, about health’. So, | came back and he was
reading the paper, and he said, ‘that thing is in there again’ [advertisement about the Residential
Institutions Redress Board]. So, | said, ‘oh give us it and I'll phone it’. And | tried and that was
it...

Okay.

...you know. But | really thought that | would have found out something...

Yeah.

...that would have meant more to find out for the kids...

Yeah.

...because | don't think it’s fair to your kids when they don’t know, when they don’t know who

they are, you know. There could be anything in the family, now the only thing with Eilis

[pseudonym] having what do you call...it's on her side, her family. You know, so | would have

thought it was on mine, and | think you do need to know these things...

Yeah.

...anything that can...you know. | have thyroid troubles so, but then Mick’s Mum suffered from it,

goitre, the same thing...
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Okay.

...only she got hers removed. And | think they need to be knowing things like that...

Yeah.

...especially when there’s...when you've got such a lot of grandkids...

Yeah.

...it's...it's eas...it's good for them to know, for the great-grandchildren and all that, they should

know about their families...

Yeah.

...who they are and that. But as | say, they could read things like that when you send it and

that...I'll just put that into the briefcase thing and let them do it theirselves...

Yeah.

...you know. I...I couldn’t sit and talk about my past to them.

Yeah and why’s that?

| haven't got a clue why.

Hmm.

| really haven't got a clue. | could see how upset Martin [pseudonym] was when he...when

he...he read that and then Colm, he said Marty was telling him, and he said, ‘I find that very

hard’. He said, ‘Mam,’ or ‘Mum,’ he said, ‘to listen to’.

Hmm.
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So | haven't said anything to them.

Okay.

You know, so0...

And you also said your husband, that you'd told him about kind of...the...

| told him...he knew about Sacred Heart Home and he knew about Baggot Street...

Hmm.

...but | never told him about High Park.

Okay, and why...why was that?

The same...same...

Yeah.

...reason.

Okay.

| just didn’t want...I just wanted to forget about there...

Yeah.

...itwas kind of like blocked. So he probably thought | was three years in Baggot Street. (Laughs)

Yeah.

You know...
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And what made...

...but he never questioned...

...what made that different to the other two, that you wanted to...?

| don’t know...| think...| didn’t feel so enclosed in Baggot Street...

Yeah.

...I'd...the other place, as | say, | could not describe it as anything else only a prison.

Yeah.

But | didn’t feel that way about Baggot Street...

Hmm.

...it was hard work...

Hmm.

...but it was a brighter looking place, it was a different place, different environment altogether

and you weren't surrounded by old people and | think that made the difference.

Yeah. And you know the...did you experience shame or stigma surrounding High...High Park,

like, in your reason for being there or...?

No. Well...well | d...I knew | hadn’t done anything...

Yeah.

...drastic for to be in there.
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Yeah, exactly.

So...but I just felt...| never felt that kind of stigma until | had me kids.

Hmm.

You know, when you're laying down the rules.

Yeah.

| didn’t feel | could tell them about that and lay rules as well. I'd feel, well...you know, practice

what you preach. How can you tell them when they’re doing things...

Yeah.

...and then say, ‘oh | was in there,” and they’d think...you say, ‘ a penitentiary’ and they'd say,

‘what, a prison?’ You know, because the kids today think, | know you're only young, they think

different, you know. Things are a lot different, and a lot lighter, and...you know, but | still don’t

want to talk about it to them.

Okay, yeah.

So that's why I'd rather leave it.

Yeah.

Nessa now, she would, she would read it...

Hmm.

...she seems the stronger one, but Martin and Colm...Rosemary, she'd listen maybe to a few

things, but she wouldn’t want to, she’d just kind of dismiss it.
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And something else that | remember you were saying earlier on was that you don't like to receive

things.

Yeah, because | never got anything and I...I don’t know what it is, | always feel embarrassed if
they get...you know now, this is gospel truth, they bring things for Christmas and I'd say, ‘put it
under the tree,” and whatever. And I'm doing the dinner there and | have them all here and I'm
doing the dinner, and they say, ‘when are you going to open your presents?’ I'd say, ‘ah yeah in
a minute,” you know, ‘['m] doing something’. And they have to literally put them there and say,
‘there, openiit’. I...it's just...

Yeah.

...l don't know what itis, | can’t explain what it is, | don’t even know what it is meself.

Were you actually ever given presents when you were in...in any of those places?

No! Il tell you when we got something, you know wh...when we would go to the AOH [Ancient
Order of Hibernians], whenever that party from...whoever the charity...| think it was Gresham,
I'm not sure.

Yeah.

We used to get maybe pens or something, just some little present, but then, very few people

received presents then...

Hmm.

...you know, so...

Yeah.

...you didn’t expect it...

Okay.
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...you knew you weren't getting them anyway! (Laughs) You know, so...

And you...and | also...something else | noticed about you is you’re very generous with people or

with your family | mean.

With kids yeah.

Yeah. And your husband, and y...

Yeah.

...just things you were telling me there about how you actually gave them presents...

Yeah.

...from the money you got...

Yeah.

...from the Redress.

Yeah, now, what you call it, Mick, it didn’t matter what | had spent on the kids he'll never ever,

never has ever gave out, he’'d never say, ‘why are you giving,” you know. If he had it he gave it

as well.

Yeah.

You know, he never cared what the kids had, every one of them.

Do you think though your reason for being generous is anything to do with the fact that you never

got...

That | never got...oh yeah definitely.
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Hmm.

Definitely and that's probably why I...even getting them | feel guilty, you know. But when we have

all the k...we don't...very seldom buy for each other now, because...with all the kids...

Hmm.

...you know, he'd say, ‘no give it to the kids,” you know. And he wouldn't, so long as his guy is

alright and that’s it.

Yeah.

You know, but now | only give to the li...I do say, I'm not giving to my own,” because | do say,
‘now youse have enough kids,’ so...looking after them, you know. But you do get pleasure out of
it, that's your pleasure.

Yeah.

To see them, and if you can help them...

Hmm.

...you know. So long as | have...if...now, now if | am lucky enough to get anything, there’s
enough heat for him because my bill was fif...for the year was £1500 for...that's only for the
gas...

Yeah.

...central heating, but you have to keep it for him, he’s got to be kept warm because he’s lost

such a lot of weight, you know, he’s only with...and so long as | can do that for him that's fine...

Hmm.
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...you know, that he’s comfortable and that we’re both comfortable...

Yeah.

...you know.

Yeah.

And | mean if the kids had it that would be it.

Hmm. And you know your confidence, would you say...would you say you're a confident person?

|...oh yeah.

You are, yep?

Yeah, I am. I'll tell you why, because I've had to fight the whole of me life...

Yeah.

...for anything | got. And for the kids, when we come here, | had to get out there and fight. | used

to say, ‘I've come to live beside youse and not off youse,’ and that was only from the English

people...

Yeah.

...l got that.

Yeah.

Didn’t get...| never got that from any of the Asians...

Hmm.
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...never.

Yeah.

| can hon...honestly say...

Yeah.

...you know. But we just had to fight, there was nobody else and he did, he got out there he didn’t

care...

Hmm.

...If he thought anybody touched any of his kids he was out...he was like a lion...

Yeah.

...he’d be out there.

And say in your...when you were working, did you feel you could go up for promotions or things
like that?

No, well when you're a home carelr]...

Oh yeah.

...you're a home carer, and you're going into people...

Hmm.

...and you have to do whatever for them, you can’t go any higher than that...

Yeah.
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...unless you're...because you're doing what they want you to do, you're going into people’s

homes and you're doing what they wanted you to do.

Hmm.

And | got on brilliant with all of that.

You liked doing that?

Oh I loved that.

Yeah.

| loved going into people and...you know, | used to go around here, loads of people, loads of

houses, but | really did love that job. | did like it...

Hmm.

...and that was it, | w...you know, | was good...l was good at...at that, good home help...l was
great at the laundry! (Laughs) They used to love when |...I used to go down to a...a...called
[location removed] and they’re all Asian in there, and there was this little Asian...now if you...they
had the laundry in the thing and | used to put the washing in and that, and then put it in to dry.
Now, some used to get it and just throw them into the bag, | always folded them up like...like you

know as if they were...and they used to love that because they wouldn’t have to do that.

Yeah.

You know, and there was another Asian woman over there and she used to just dump them in
and | said, ‘well why are you doing that Clara [pseudonym] because if you put them in when

they’re hot, you're going to crease...

Yeah.
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D ...put themin...loads of creases,’ | said, ‘if you fold them up as soon as you take them out, you

won’t have any’. And they used to love that, they used to say, ‘oh can't Doris do...do the laundry,’

and that. And I got on really good with every one of them and all nationalities | got on with...

SP Yeah.

D ... | always had the confidence for that.

SP And why do you think...why did you get into the care profession?

D Just for to get a job.

SP Okay, so there was no particular reason?

D (Laughs) No.

SP Okay.

D No it was just...it was just for that...

SP Yeah.

D ..anditwas a...

SP Hmm.

D ...a government job so it was a good job.

SP And | guess you were already working in that?

D | was...

SP Were you already working in a hospital?
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No, | worked...well | used to like, in Ireland...

Yeah.

...but when | come over here | worked in a children’s home and | worked in school, you know,
but first | worked in the school and then when I moved here | couldn’t do the school, it was too...or
the home...no | was working in the children’s home and when | moved here | couldn’t do it
because it was too far away...

Yeah.

...50 | worked in the school instead. Then | worked in a...in a factory in the evening because |

used to have to do when...an...offices when Mick would come in.

Wow, yeah.

And then of course when | went on the home care | gave up all office work and...

Yeah.

...gave up all that kind of thing.

Okay.

You know that was the only thing you could do.

Yeah.

But the home help was a good job.

Hmm.

Hmm.
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And tell me...tell...we were talking earlier on about the redress process that you went through
for the...when you...for the Sacred Heart, you know when you had to go up against the judge
and everything?

Oh them, oh God sake.

Yeah, could you just tell...sort of, say it again like, what happened?

| went...l didn’t want to go. R...Rita said she didn’t think I'd have to go, you know, so | said, fine’.

But she sent me a letter and said yeah...

Hmm.

...that I'd have to go and could | go. Mick wasn’t well, but the granddaughter and that said they
would look after him, so | said, ‘alright’. So, | went and two of them come, me and my friend, and
we went into the place and there was a room...three...there was the judge, the doctor, and the
education bloke, and one of them on that what you call it. [Stenographer]

Oh the typing thing?

And of course the solicitor and Rita and that. So | went in there and | was just told...Rita said not

to...

Hmm.

...not to answer, just answer what they said to you. So | said, ‘fair enough’. So the judge says to
me...no first it was the education fella, he asked me, ‘do you read the papers or do you just
bother with the tabloids?’ Now | thought to myself, | really wanted to hit that man.

Hmm.

| would have lovin’ [loved] to have put my fist in his face.

Yeah.
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| would have made sure he got a good one. Then the other fella, he said, ‘now,” he said...oh 'l
tell you what | said to him, |...I had said to this...you know when they send you to a psychiatrist,
| said, ‘oh I'm sure | had lots..." you know when you're talking like we are, and | said, ‘oh I'm sure
| had loads of breakdowns,” you know. And he said, ‘well how many breakdowns did you have?’
| said, ‘wh...what you mean?’ | said, ‘it's just a saying, you know, that I'm...I'm sure I've had
loads of them, | just had to get over them,” you know. And he says, ‘what do you mean about
your education,’ he said...he said, ‘what do you mean by St Trinians?’ And | thought...| said, ‘a
joke,” and | thought, ‘haven’t they got any kind of sense of humour, the...what world are they
living in?’ You know, that they couldn’t see when somebody says, ‘oh | had loads of breakdowns’.
Every mother will tell you that. You're rearing five kids, you're rearing...whatever, of course
you...but you just get on with your job. | bet your mum would often...would say that, anyone’s
would. And then when I...she was on about the kid...about...| said to her about...I had rules for
the kids and they had to abide...and | said, ‘I have five,’ | said, ‘none of them have ever gotten
into trouble,” | said, ‘they’re all getting on’. And she said, ‘oh aren’t you the lucky one?” Well |
really did feel like hit...| said, ‘yeah,” | said, ‘I feel very proud of them,” you know. And | really,
really wanted to slap her...she was only a little thing and I'm telling you | would have made

mincemeat of her (laughs) if | would’ve got my hands on her!

And how long were you in there with these people?

| wasn't very long.

Okay. But they asked...

...these questions?

...and that was the stupid questions, and then | wrote...| wrote up to it...

Hmm.

81



D

SP

SP

SP

SP

SP

SP

...when | come back, | said to Rita, when she was doing research...she was doing for...to...to
get more, she was...you know, doing....so | said...she said, ‘if you want to write something,’ she
said. So, | said, ‘alright,” and | wrote about three pages and did | let them have it! And at the end,
do you know what | put at the end of it? | said, ‘this is all from me,’ | said, ‘I got it out of...out of a
dictionary,” and | said, ‘all the sp...” you know, | said, ‘it's all from me and the dictionary, and |

just put that there and that's all. But I really did...

Yeah. And did you get a response back from them or...?

No.

No.

No, but | told them...| said, ‘why didn't you just send me a questionnaire,’ | said, ‘and | would

have ticked the boxes for you'.

Hmm.

| said, ‘but to bring me all the way over there,’ | said, ‘it's a shame on Ireland for to be doing this,

expecting us to relive the like of that,” | said. You know, because | couldn’t see the point in it.

Yeah.

| had to leave him [Mick] and when | came back everything I left was still in the fridge, he hadn’t

eaten. You know, and to me that wasn’t good enough.

Yeah.

So, when this [Magdalene scheme] was starting, | said to...I s...you know, | said to the solicitors
you have to...redress, I...well one thing I'll tell you | said, ‘I can’t...I'm not leaving him to go,’ |

said, ‘anything you want to know you’d have to...I'd either have to...you do it or not at all’.

Yeah.
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| said, ‘but 'm not leaving him,” | said, ‘on the strength of it'. You know, you c...you couldn’t leave

him for a weekend.

Yeah, yeah.

You know, it wouldn't be fair...

Hmm.

...and he wouldn’t be able for the journey over there anyway, you know. So that's why | just left
it at that.

And did you think the whole process...

[Inaudible]

...was worthitor...?

It was worth it in...now, how do you mean worth it?

Worth itin...in any way, like...

Well it did help me because | was able to help me kids.

Yeah.

And he didn’t have to wo...didn’t have to worry about him for...thing, you know. And, it’s just like

that you know, it took me away and that was it, so it helped in that way...

Yeah.

...you know. But all it is now is making sure he is alright because he won't even go the doctor

now, you know, so you have fo...
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Yeah.

...do...just do it as best you can with him...

Yeah.

...because | wouldn’t force him to do anything, because God forbid, but if there was anything
ever wrong with him, I'd say, ‘no, leave him,” and | wouldn't let them mess him about. I'd say, ‘no,
leave him,” whatever he has, he's going out the world the way he came in, he can take it with
him.

Yeah.

| believe in that, | don’t believe now...l...I think after seventy | don’t think people should go for it,

you know, whatever people have they should just go with it. | wouldn’t have them messing about.
True.

So, | used to go to this man who lived up the road, really old he was, and he had cancer or
something and they wanted to operate it and he said, ‘| came in the way |...| came in, I'm going
out,” he said, ‘leave me alone’.

Yeah.

And he wouldn’t...he was a Polish man, he said, ‘no leave me’. | don’t believe in it after seven...

And actually I'd be curious as well to know, if you were...had to be in a home now and if there

was some reason, that you...

Yeah.

...what... how would you feel about that?

Oh you mean if | ended up in a home?
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If you ended up in a home, if for some reason...

Oh they’d pick me one out! (Laughs) Mine always said, ‘you’re going in a home! No, my daughter

would move in.

Yeah.

Yeah, she’d move in here.

Yeah, but how do you feel about...would you...would you...how would you feel the idea of going

in a home?

No. | wouldn't like it.

Yeah.

| wouldn't like it. | wouldn’t let it with him...

Hmm.

...because he’s no trouble.

Yeah.

Just...so | wouldn't...

And |...I'll explain why I'm asking you that question because you...

I've been used to it.

...you were in institutions for so long...

Hmm.
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...l just wondered...

| don't know, | really don’t know how | could answer that, but | don’t think | would like it. | wouldn’t

like to live with anybody...

Hmm.

...you know, I'd rather like the way we are.

Hmm.

But, I know for a fact if anything was to happen me that daughter there, she’d be in with him...

Okay.

...he’s the apple of her...she loves him.

Yeah.

And...now...but then she'd do the same if it was me...

Yeah.

...If he went she’d want to come here. But I'd be fine on me own, | can cope on me own...

Hmm, yeah, yeah.

...| could cope. But so long as...she’d be there | know, you know, and the other lad now he

comes from...Martin, he’s very good and he comes a long way...

Yeah.
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...from [location removed] and they come every...about twice a week, they're very good, you

know, SO...now.

Great well, | think I've questioned you enough!

You have! (Laughs) It was lovely!

So thank you very much.

Oh you're more than...you can come have your drink.

[Interview ends]
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