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RESOURCES FOR TEACHING AND RESEARCHING IRELAND’S 

MAGDALENE LAUNDRIES 
 
 

 

JUSTICE FOR MAGDALENES RESEARCH 
 

• Justice for Magdalenes Research Website (2014-): http://jfmresearch.com/ 

• Justice for Magdalenes Website (2008-2013): http://www.magdalenelaundries.com/index.htm 

• Justice for Magdalenes Research Archive: http://repository.wit.ie/JFMA/ 

• Adoption Rights Alliance: http://www.adoptionrightsalliance.com/ 

• Clann Project (JFMR/ARA): http://clannproject.org/ 

• Open Heart City Collective: www.openheartcitydublin.ie  
 

JUSTICE FOR MAGDALENES CAMPAIGN, 2009-2013 
 

• http://jfmresearch.com/home/jfm-political-campaign-2009-2013/ 

 

• McGettrick, Claire, Katherine O’Donnell, Maeve O’Rourke, James M. Smith and Mari Steed, Ireland and 

the Magdalene Laundries: A Campaign for Justice. Bloomsbury/I.B.Tauris, 2021. 

o http://jfmresearch.com/books/ireland-and-the-magdalene-laundries-a-campaign-for-justice/ 

 

• Smith, James M., Maeve O’Rourke, Raymond Hill, Claire McGettrick, with additional input from 

Katherine O’Donnell and Mari Steed, State Involvement in the Magdalene Laundries. JFM’s Principal 

Submission to the Inter-Departmental Committee to Establish the Facts of State Involvement with the 

Magdalen Laundries. 18 August 2012. 

o http://jfmresearch.com/wp-

content/uploads/2017/03/State_Involvement_in_the_Magdalene_Laundries_public.pdf 

 

ACADEMIC ARTICLES ON THE JUSTICE FOR MAGDALENES CAMPAIGN 
 

• O’Donnell, Katherine.  “Academics Becoming Activists: Reflections on Some Ethical Issues of the Justice 

for Magdalenes Campaign.” Irishness on the Margins: Minority and Dissident Identities, edited by Pilar 

Villar-Argáiz, Palgrave-Macmillan, 2018, pp. 77-100. 
 

• O’Rouke, Maeve and James M. Smith. “Ireland’s Magdalene Laundries: Confronting a History Not Yet 

in the Past.” A Century of Progress? Irish Women Reflect, edited by Alan Hayes and Máire Meagher, 

Arlen House, 2016, pp. 107-34. 
 

• O’Rourke, Maeve. “The Justice for Magdalenes Campaign.” Implementing International Human Rights: 

Perspectives from Ireland, edited by S. Egan, Bloomsbury, 2016. 
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• Smith, James. “The Justice for Magdalenes Campaign.” In Plain Sight: Responding to the Ferns, Ryan, 

Murphy and Cloyne Reports, edited by Carole Holohan, Amnesty International-Ireland, 2011. Pp. 372-

77. 

 

ADVOCACY JOURNALISM BY JUSTICE FOR MAGDALENES RESEARCH 
 

• http://jfmresearch.com/publications/opinion-editorials/ 

 

ADVOCACY LECTURES/TALKS BY JUSTICE FOR MAGDALENES RESEARCH 

 

• McGettrick, Claire. “Magdalene Names Project” Gender Arc Project seminar series, University of 

Limerick, 21st November 2017. 

o https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KtJd_o-OD0Q  

 

• O’Donnell, Katherine. “The History and Present Legacy of Magdalene Institutions in Ireland” Rua Red 

Gallery, 2022. 

 

• O’Rourke, Maeve. “2022 Keynote” Public Interest Law Network (PILnet), 2023. 

o https://www.pilnet.org/event/pilnet-global-forum/2022-global-forum-videos/  

 

——. “Mother and Baby Homes, Magdalene Laundries and survivors’ call for an all-Ireland human rights-

based response” University College Dublin Newman Centre, 2021.  

o https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UAtobvjU7Mg  

 

——. “Comhrá le Marian Richardson with Dr Maeve O’Rourke” Mill Theatre, 2020.  

o https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mCOfyA4ckg4  

 

——. “Eclipsed Q&A with Dr Maeve O’Rourke” Mill Theatre, 2020.  

o https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rGv-nRGK6CU 

 

——. “Why apologise today for historic abuse?” TEDxUCD, 2015.  

o https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OgjH7zCXFok 

 

——. “Ireland’s Magdalene Laundries.” TEDxHolborn, 2014.  

o https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xb0d-lOJx9U 

 

• Smith, James M. “Ireland’s Magdalene Laundries, Academic Advocacy, and Restorative Justice.” Stephen 

E. King Chair Lecture Series, University of Maine, 7 March 2018. 

o https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W5rr1Iwxm50&feature=youtu.be  

 

• Steed, Mari. “JFM: The Little NGO That Could.” SNAP Conference Dublin, 2012.  

o https://vimeo.com/65167202 
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• Main page: http://jfmresearch.com/home/magdalene-names-project/  
 

• McGettrick, Claire. “Death, Institutionalisation and Duration of Stay.” Critique of Chapter 16 of 

McAleese Report, which includes an outline of the circumstances surrounding the exhumations at High 

Park Magdalene Laundry:  

o http://jfmresearch.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/JFMR_Critique_190215.pdf  
 

• Map of Magdalene Laundry and Magdalene Burial Sites:  

o http://jfmresearch.com/home/map-of-magdalene-laundries-and-grave-locations  
 

• Flowers for Magdalenes:  

o http://jfmresearch.com/home/flowers-for-magdalenes/  

 

SURVIVOR TESTIMONY 
 

• Legg, Kathleen. Whispering Hope: The True Story of the Magdalene Women, Orion Publishing, 2016. 
 

• O’Donnell, Katherine, Sinéad Pembroke and Claire McGettrick. Magdalene Institutions: Recording an 

Oral and Archival History.  

o http://jfmresearch.com/home/oralhistoryproject/ 
 

• O’Donnell, Katherine, and Claire McGettrick with James M. Smith, Maeve O’Rourke and Claire 

Moriarty. Dublin Honours Magdalenes Listening Exercise Report Vol. 1: Report on Key Findings. Justice 

for Magdalenes Research, 2020. 

o http://jfmresearch.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/DHM-Listening-Exercise-Report_Vol-1.pdf 

 

• O’Mahoney, Jennifer. The Waterford Memories Project: Oral History  

o https://www.waterfordmemories.com/our-projects 

 

• O’Sullivan, Maureen. Girl in the Tunnel: My Story of Love and Loss as a Survivor of the Magdalene 

Laundries, Merrion Press, 2023. 

 

SURVIVOR TESTIMONY JOURNALISM 
 

• Polaneczky, Ronnie. “The Woman Who Exposed Ireland’s Magdalene Laundries.” Philadephia 

Magazine, 23 May 2013.  

o http://www.phillymag.com/articles/woman-exposed-ireland-magdalene-laundries-asylum/ 
 

• Roberts, Sue Lloyd. “I Want an Apology Before I Die.” The Daily Mail 27, September 2014. 

o http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2771725/I-want-apology-I-die-The-wayward-women-

abused-nuns-Ireland-s-notorious-Magdalene-laundries-demanding-justice-two-decades-one-

closed.html 
 

 

• Ryan, Carol. “Seeking Redress for a Mother’s Life in a Workhouse.” New York Times, 6 February 2013. 

o http://www.nytimes.com/2013/02/07/world/europe/seeking-redress-in-ireland-over-magdalene-

laundry.html    
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o http://www.telegraph.co.uk/women/womens-politics/9878223/Irelands-Magdalene-Laundries-I-

hope-my-birth-mother-can-now-rest-in-peace.html 

• Ryan, Orla. “‘I could feel the blood draining from me’: Magdalene survivor criticizes ‘frightening’ UN 

decision,” thejournal.ie, 19th February 2023. 

o https://www.thejournal.ie/elizabeth-coppin-uncat-decision-5997125-Feb2023/ 

_____. “‘I feel deflated, so low’: Magdalene Laundry Survivor Loses Case at UN Committee Against 

Torture,” 14 February 2023. 

o https://www.thejournal.ie/elizabeth-coppin-un-committee-against-torture-verdict-5993916-

Feb2023/ 

 

 

TAOISEACH’S APOLOGY, FEBRUARY 19th, 2013 
 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hOQyl7ZpoH8 

 

JUSTICE FOR MAGDALENES RESEARCH YOUTUBE CHANNELS 
 

• https://www.youtube.com/channel/UClnCoyJXn5gjxgcGiL1BudQ 

• https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAqwVSH_mP3eMOCw2HQAJBg  

 

GOVERNMENT REPORTS AND LEGISLATION 
 

• Department of Justice and Equality. General Scheme of Bill: Redress for Women Who Were in Certain 

Institutions Bill. 8 August 2014. 

_____. Addendum to the Terms of Magdalen Restorative Justice Ex Gratia Scheme in Respect of Women 

Who Worked in the Laundries in the 12 ‘Magdalen’ Institutions and Who Were Resident in One of the 14 

Adjoining Institutions. November 2018. 

_____. Terms of an Ex Gratia Scheme for Women Who Were Admitted to and Worked in Magdalen 

Laundries, St. Mary’s Training Centre Stanhope Street and House of Mercy Training School Summerhill 

Wexford. Updated November 2018. 

 

• Inter-Departmental Committee to Establish the Facts of State Involvement with the Magdalen Laundries, 

Interim Progress Report, 20 October 2011. 

 

• Ireland. Report of the Interdepartmental Committee to establish the facts of State involvement with the 

Magdalen Laundries. 5 February 2013. 

o http://www.justice.ie/en/JELR/Pages/MagdalenRpt2013  

o Available to download as a single PDF from JFMR’s website at this location: 

http://jfmresearch.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/McAleese-Report.pdf  
 

• Ireland. Magdalen Commission Report. http://www.justice.ie/en/JELR/Pages/PB13000255 

 

• Report of the Inter Departmental Group on the Implementation of the Recommendations of Judge Quirke 

Contained in His Report, “On the establishment of an ex gratia Scheme and related matters for the benefit 

of those women who were admitted to and worked in the Magdalen Laundries,” September 2013. 
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• Tyndall, Peter. Opportunity Lost: An Investigation by the Ombudsman into the Administration of the 

Magdalen Restorative Justice Scheme, Office of the Ombudsman, Dublin 2017 

 

 

HUMAN RIGHTS 
 

• See JFM and JFMR submissions to the Irish Human Rights Commission and various United Nations 

Committees, including UNCAT 2011 and 2017, and the corresponding concluding observations from 

human rights bodies:  

o http://jfmresearch.com/home/restorative-justice/accountability/  

 

• Irish Human Rights Commission. Assessment of the Human Rights Issues Arising in Relation to the 

‘Magdalen Laundries, November 2010. 

 

• Irish Human Rights Commission. Follow-Up Report on State Involvement with Magdalen Laundries, June 

2013. 

 

ELIZABETH COPPIN V IRELAND: UN COMMITTEE AGAINST TORTURE CASE 

 

• Irish Centre for Human Rights. “Elizabeth Coppin publishes response to Committee Against Torture’s 

Decision” (2023) 

o Includes Elizabeth Coppin’s case papers 

o https://www.universityofgalway.ie/irish-centre-human-rights/newsevents/elizabeth-coppin-

publishes-response-to-committee-against-tortures-decision.html  

 

• Irish Centre for Human Rights. “UN Committee Against Torture delivers landmark admissibility 

decision” (2020)  

o Includes links to media interviews by Elizabeth Coppin and other coverage 

o https://www.universityofgalway.ie/irish-centre-human-rights/newsevents/newsarchive/un-

committee-against-torture-delivers-landmark-admissibility-decision.html  

 

MAGDALENE LAUNDRIES IN NORTHERN IRELAND  

 

• Mahon, Deirdre, Maeve O’Rourke and Phil Scraton. Mother and Baby Institutions, Magdalene Laundries 

and Workhouses in Northern Ireland: Truth, Acknowledgement and Accountability: Report of the Truth 

Recovery Panel for the Northern Ireland Executive. Truth Recovery Design Panel, 2021. 

https://aran.library.nuigalway.ie/handle/10379/17276  

 

• McCormick, Leanne, Sean O’Connell, John Privilege and Olivia Dee. Mother and baby homes and 

Magdalene Laundries in Northern Ireland, 1922-1990. Department of Health, 2021. 

o https://www.health-ni.gov.uk/publications/research-report-mother-and-baby-homes-and-

magdalene-laundries-northern-ireland  

 

• O’Rourke, Maeve. A Human Rights Framework: Background Research for the Truth Recovery Design 

Process. Truth Recovery Design Panel, 2021. 
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o https://aran.library.nuigalway.ie/handle/10379/17277  

 

 

CREATIVE LITERATURE 
 

• Barry, Sebastian. The Secret Scripture, Faber and Faber, 2008. 

• Bolger, Dermot. A Second Life: A Renewed Novel. New Island Books, 2010. 

• Brogan, Patricia Burke. Eclipsed. Salmon Drama, 1994. 

—— . Stained Glass at Samhain. Salmon Drama, 2003. 

____ . Above the Waves Calligraphy. Salmon Poetry, 1994. 

• Bruen, Ken. The Magdalen Martyrs: A Jack Taylor Novel. Minotaur Books, 2006. 

• Conlon-McKenna, Marita. The Magdalen. Forge Books, 2002. 

• Dilworth, Rachel. The Wild Rose Asylum: Poems of the Magdalen Laundries of Ireland. Akron Series in 

Poetry, 2009. 

• Lowe, Louise. Laundry. Anu Productions, 2011. https://vimeo.com/34489217  

• Keegan, Claire. Small Things Like These. Grove Press, 2021. 

• McInerney, Lisa. The Glorious Heresies. Tim Duggan Books, 2015. 

 

LIFE WRITING/MEMOIR 
 

• Goulding, June. The Light in the Window. Poolbeg, 1998. 

• Matley, Margaret. Always in the Convent Shadow. Wolfhound Press, 1991. 

• Palmer, Caitríona. An Affair with my Mother: A story of Adoption, Secrecy and Love. Penguin, 2015. 

• Rodgers, J.P. For the Love of My Mother. Headline Publishing, 2005. 

• Sixsmith, Martin. The Lost Child of Philomena Lee: A Mother, Her Son, and a Fifty-year Search. 

Macmillan, 2009. 

• Sutherland, Halliday, Irish Journey, Devin-Adair Company, 1958. 

 

ART/VISUAL CULTURE 
 

• Fenster, Diane. Secrets of the Magdalene Laundries.  

o http://www.dianefenster.com/secrets.html 
 

• Flynn, Mannix. “State-Meant: Call me by my name.” Far Cry Productions. 

o http://www.farcryproductions.ie/  
 

• Glynn, Evelyn. Breaking the Rule of Silence. Limerick College of Art, 2011. 

o http://www.magdalenelaundrylimerick.com  

o http://www.lit.ie/lsad/GallerySpace/Exhibitions/Breaking%20The%20Rule%20Of%20Silence;%

20Bearing%20Witness%20to%20the%20Magdalene%20Laundry.aspx  

o https://www.irishtimes.com/culture/tv-radio-web/we-should-be-recovering-our-magdalen-

history-not-burying-it-1.634425 
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• Lowry, Alison. (A)Dressing Our Hidden Truths: An Artistic Response to the Legacy of Mother and Baby 

Homes and Magdalene Laundries. Edited by Audrey Whitty in association with the National Museum of 

Ireland exhibition. National Museum of Ireland, 2019. 

o https://www.museum.ie/en-IE/Museums/Decorative-Arts-History/Exhibitions/Alison-Lowry-

(A)Dressing-Our-Hidden-Truths 

o https://alisonlowry.co.uk/adressing-our-hidden-truths/ 

 

• Mc Mahon. Maedhbh. “Procession.”  

o http://dnote.website/?dnote=maedhbh-mcmahon-procession 
 

• Nagle, Mary. Memorare, LSAD Gallery, Limerick School of Art and Design, 17-28 February 2020. 

o https://www.marynagle.ie/work.html  

 

• Parry, Cheryl. “The Magdalene Laundries, 2007.”  

o https://cherylparry.com/portfolio/the-magdalene-laundries/  
 

• Romero, Rachael. “The Magdalene Laundries.”  

o http://rachaelromero.com/magdalene-laundry/4553654655 

 

FILM 
 

• The Magdalene Sisters. Directed by Peter Mullan (Lionsgate, 2003). 

• Philomena. Directed by Stephen Frears (Weinstein, 2013). 

• Sinners. Directed by Aisling Walsh (BBC Northern Ireland, 2002). 

 

DOCUMENTARY FILM-FEATURE 
 

• The Forgotten Maggies. Produced by Steven O’Riordan. 

o https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y4VAdN7HaxQ” 
 

• Ireland’s Dirty Laundry, 2-part documentary. Produced. Gerry Gregg, RTÉ One, March 2nd and 9th, 2022 

• Les Blanchisseuses de Magdalen. By Nicolas Glimois and Chrisophe Weber, produced by Arnaud 

Hanelin, France3/Sunset Preste, 1998.  

o [Available as Convents of Shame from Marathon International Video] 
 

• The Magdalenes. Produced by Nick Carew, TrueTube, 2013.  

o Available at: https://www.truetube.co.uk/film/magdalenes  
 

• Washing Away the Stain, Directed by Sarah Barclay and Andrea Miller, BBC 2 Scotland, 1993. 
 

• Witness: Sex in a Cold Climate, Produced by Steve Humphries, Testimony Films for Channel 4, 1998. 

o  Available on YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FtxOePGgXPs 

 

DOCUMENTARY FILM-NEWS MAGAZINE SEGMENT 
 

• “Ireland’s Hidden Bodies, Hidden Secrets,” Produced by Sue Lloyd-Roberts (“Our World,” BBC News 

Channel, 5 October 2014).   

o https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MyE4Nuw_U1k&t=74s 
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