
 

 

 

 

USTICE FOR MAGDALENES RESEARCH 
 
 

Supplementary Submission to An Bord Pleanála 

Re: Lands at Bonnington Hotel, Swords Road, 
Whitehall, Dublin 9 
Case References:  

PL29N.306721 
PL29N.307366 

 
 

18th August 2020 

 
 

 

 
 

Justice for Magdalenes Research 
Crocknahattina 
Bailieborough 

Co Cavan 
Email: info@jfmresearch.com 

  



 2 

1. INTRODUCTION  
Justice for Magdalenes Research (JFMR) makes this supplementary submission to 

An Bord Pleanála (ABP) in relation to the proposed development by Roseberry 

Developments at The Bonnington Hotel, Swords Road, Whitehall, Dublin 9 (Case 

Reference: PL29N.306721).1 We also make this submission in relation to Case 
Reference: PL29N.307366.  

 

JFMR is making this supplementary submission as new information has come to our 

attention concerning the possibility of further human remains beneath the car park to 

the rear of the Bonnington Hotel, the former location of St Mary’s Graveyard. 

 

2. PLANNING REPORTS 

In June 2020, Dublin City Council (DCC) published a number of departmental reports 

in connection with a separate planning application at the Bonnington site (Planning 

Application No. 4198/19/Case Ref. PL29N.307366, Liffeyfield Ltd.). These documents 

include the City Archaeologist’s report, which makes the following recommendation: 

 

This office recommends test excavation of the site, and specifically the area of 
the former graveyard should be carried out, along with 
documentary/photographic research into the exhumation, to ensure that no 
further undocumented burials are present, either within or external to, the 
graveyard.  
 
It is the recommendation of this office that a condition for an Archaeological 
Impact Assessment (including test trenching), as described below, shall be 
attached to any grant of planning permission for this application.2  

 

Subsequently, we also became aware of ABP’s report of 5th December 2019 in 

connection with the pre-planning phase of the application which is the subject of this 

submission (Case Ref. PL29N.305595, Roseberry Developments). ABP’s report 

stipulated that any planning application on the site should include an ‘archaeological 

 
1  Our earlier submission erroneously stated that this application was made by Liffeyfield Ltd. 
2  See: Chief Archaeologist’s Report to Area Planner, Re 4198/19, The Bonnington Hotel site on 

Swords Road, Whitehall, Dublin 9. Nov. 28, 2019. Available at: 
http://www.dublincity.ie/AnitePublicDocs/00858932.pdf 
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impact assessment which has due regard to the previous institutional uses on the site 

and adjoining land’.3  

 

We note that Roseberry Developments carried out a test excavation on 19th December 

2019.4  According to Roseberry’s Archaeological Report, a ‘trench from north to south 

along the western boundary of the site was opened’. The Report states that only the 

northern area of the trench was tested, and that ground conditions consisting of ‘backfill 

of the exhumed burial ground’ prevented further exploration as it ‘could not be removed 

with the available machine fittings’. Moreover, the Report states that the southern end 

of the trench was not tested ‘as it was required for exit to the carpark’ and that ‘a large 

underground water tank is present in that part of the former burial ground which is in 

ownership of the hotel’. The Archaeologist’s Report concludes that ‘the area of the 

former graveyard, showed that no remains of any interest, either archaeological, or of 

more recent origin, were present over the large northern part of the site’. It also 

recommended that:  

 

…excavation of the section of the graveyard and area to the south which is 
within this site boundary be monitored by an archaeologist during construction. 
This may result in the retrieval of fragments of grave markers, and other objects 
of possible significance relating to the burials, which may not have been 
observed by the undertakers who carried out the exhumation. 

 

3. HISTORICAL AND PHOTOGRAPHIC EVIDENCE 

These reports prompted JFMR to investigate the matter further by consulting various 

archival documents, photographs and other evidence in our possession. We 

discovered that the report of the Environmental Health Officer who observed the 

exhumations in 1993 states the following: 

 

To ensure that all human remains were exhumed from the graveyard, a trench 
was dug across the length of the unmarked ground to the front of the graveyard. 

 
3  An Bord Pleanála, Inspector’s Report on Recommended Opinion ABP-305595-19, Dec. 5, 

2019. 
4  Claire Walsh. Archaeological Report and Test Excavation at Site At Rear Bonnington Hotel, 

Whitehall, Dublin 9. For Roseberry Investments Planning Reg ABP-305595-19, December 
2019.  
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All soil removed was clean and there was no evidence of any further unmarked 
burials within the area of the graveyard. 

 

This suggests that the undertakers dug a trench along the unmarked ground, but not 

the entire graveyard. We cannot say for certain where exactly ‘the front’ of St Mary’s 

graveyard was located. However, assuming that the location of a Celtic cross signifies 

the ‘front’ of any given graveyard, historical photographs indicate that the front of St 

Mary’s Graveyard may have been located to the north. To explain, Fig. 1 below is a 

photograph of St Mary’s Graveyard prior to the exhumations. From the location of the 

church building in the background (marked in red), it is possible to ascertain that the 

northern end of the car park to the rear of the Bonnington is where the St Mary’s Celtic 

cross once stood (see Fig. 2 below). If this is correct, then Roseberry Developments 

dug a trench in the same area as the undertakers did in 1993, which had already 

indicated that no further remains were detected. This also implies that the southern 

end of the site has never been adequately tested for further human remains. 

 

 
Fig. 1: Photograph of St Mary’s Graveyard prior to the exhumations. Photograph kindly provided by 
Tanya Sillem, RTÉ Prime Time. Original source unknown. 
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Fig. 2: View of the northern end of the car park to the rear of the Bonnington Hotel. © JFM Research 
 

4. HISTORICAL EVIDENCE ON THE CONSECRATES OF HIGH PARK 

As we explained in our previous submission, ‘consecrated Magdalenes’—i.e., those 

women and girls who, in exchange for taking on a quasi-religious status, allegedly 

consented to spend the rest of their lives at the Magdalene Laundry—were buried at 

St Mary’s Graveyard. The other Magdalene women at High Park were buried 

predominantly in Glasnevin Cemetery. According to the official record, 155 human 

remains were exhumed from St Mary’s Graveyard. However, having examined the 

matter more closely, JFMR believes it is possible that there were more than 155 

consecrated Magdalenes who died at High Park. One author writing in the Irish Rosary 

in 1897 asserted there were forty-eight consecrates and ninety-eight ‘Children of Mary’ 

in High Park at that time.5 To become a consecrate, a woman had to undergo a number 

of probationary steps, including becoming a Child of Mary. It is unlikely that all ninety-

 
5  See: James M. Smith, Ireland’s Magdalen Laundries and the Nation’s Architecture of 

Containment (Southbend, IN: University of Notre Dame Press, 2007/Manchester: Manchester 
University Press, 2008), pg. 40.  
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eight Children of Mary became consecrated Magdalenes, but presumably some did. 

Thus, forty-eight consecrates in 1897, and potentially others from the Child of Mary 

ranks who followed subsequently, is a higher number than we would expect, if the total 

number of women purportedly buried in St Mary's was 155.  

 

5. JFMR’S MAGDALENE NAMES PROJECT FINDINGS 
JFMR’s Magdalene Names Project (MNP) is led by Claire McGettrick. The MNP seeks 

to honour the women who died in the Magdalene Laundries by recording their names, 

burial places and other information about their lives. This information is made available 

to family members seeking to reclaim their former Magdalene relatives. Thus far, the 

MNP has gathered the details of 1,837 women who died in Ireland’s Magdalene 

Laundries.6 The MNP has not yet been able to establish the burial place of eighty-two 

women who died at High Park.7 Nine of the eighty-two women died in hospital, 

indicating that they may have been buried in plots owned by the hospitals. It is also 

possible that some women may have been claimed by their families after they died. 

JFMR is not by any means suggesting that all eighty-two are still buried at the former 

St Mary’s Graveyard site, however, it is nonetheless a further factor which suggests 

that the possibility of additional human remains cannot be ruled out. 

 

6. CONCLUSION 

In light of the above factors, JFMR believes that a comprehensive investigation of the 

site is required before any development takes place at the Bonnington Hotel. It is 

imperative to establish whether additional unaccounted for human remains are still 

interred beneath the site where St Mary’s Graveyard was once located. In 1993, 155 

women in St Mary’s were disinterred from what they thought would be their final resting 

place in order to make way for a property development. JFMR urges An Bord Pleanála 

to ensure that the same injustice does not occur in 2020.  

 
6  This figure does not include unidentified women whose details we have not yet been able to 

verify. 
7  This figure does not include women who are named on the exhumation licence who do not 

appear in Glasnevin’s online genealogy records. See: http://jfmresearch.com/wp-
content/uploads/2017/03/JFMR_Critique_190215.pdf  


