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Failure to establish important aspects of the recommended ‘Dedicated Unit’

The following aspects of the ‘Dedicated Unit’ recommended by Mr Justice Quirke have not been implemented:

 
(a)  practical and, if necessary professional, assistance to enable those women who wish to do so to
meet with those members of the Religious Orders who have similar wishes to meet and interact;
(b)  similar practical assistance to meet and interact with other Magdalen women;
(c)  the acquisition, maintenance and administration of any garden, museum or other form of memorial
which the Scheme’s administrator, after consultation with an advisory body or committee, has decided
to construct or establish;
(d)  investigative and other help and assistance in obtaining such sheltered or other housing as they
may be entitled to; and
(e)  investigative and other help and assistance in obtaining such educational assistance as they may
be entitled to.[1]

 
Donnybrook Magdalene Laundry building planning permission application

 
While the Department of Justice is failing to implement the aspect of the Scheme concerning a memorial, the
last Magdalene Laundry building in Ireland with its contents largely intact is currently subject to a planning
permission application for demolition by a commercial property developer. Recent video footage of the interior
of the Donnybrook Magdalene Laundry building[2] suggests that a large volume of paperwork remains inside,
alongside artefacts from its time as a Magdalene Laundry before the Religious Sisters of Charity sold the
building in 1992. JFMR has made detailed submissions to Dublin City Council, calling for consultation with
Magdalene survivors regarding the fate of the building and its contents.[3] The Archaeological Assessment
accompanying the planning permission application cautions that women’s remains may be buried, unmarked,
on the site. It further notes the heritage significance of the laundry site, including the building’s internal
features and machinery relevant to its past use.

 

Sean McDermott Street Magdalene Laundry building for sale by Dublin City Council

JFMR is deeply concerned that Dublin City Council has put the former Sean McDermott Street Magdalene
Laundry building up for sale[4] while the Department of Justice is failing to establish a memorial in
consultation with Magdalene survivors.

[1] Magdalen Commission Report, pp 11-12.

 

[2] https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YETH7W0yCBg&t=165s

 

[3] Justice for Magdalenes Research, Submission to Dublin City Council regarding the proposed property
development at the former Magdalene Laundry at Donnybrook, Dublin 4, 4 October 2016

 

[4] Ellen Coyne, ‘Kenny ‘broke promise’ on Dublin arts centre’, The Times (6 February 2017),
http://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/kenny-broke-promise-on-dublin-arts-centre-h0xzscf2h?shareToken=
bcebae924016980a175881f8c42f1bdd
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