ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH SECTION,
7-8 Capel Street,
Dublin 1

Ref: ML/OT

14th September, 1993

Mr. Oliver Devitt,
Principal Environmental Health Officer

RE: Exhumations at St. Mary’s Private Graveyard
High Park, Drumcondra, Dublin 9

The exhumations at High Park commenced on Monday, 23/8/93 and
were carried out by Patrick Massey & Sons Ltd., The Coombe,
Undertakers. Prior to commencement, a map of the graveyard
was made to record the location of the plots and the names of
those interred, as indicated by the grave markings, i.e. white
crosses. We were advised that the crosses were removed and
replaced on occasion to facilitate funerals, grass cutting
etc. so while they indicated the names of those interred in

the graveyard they may not be totally accurate as to the
location or contents of each grave.

The graveyard was screened at the rear wall to block the view
from the Regency Hotel, Swords Road. The remaining boundries
were either screened naturally by trees, hedging etc. or did
not require screening. Access to the graveyard was via a
gateway located within the convent grounds which was locked at

all times, access being confined to those directly involved
with the exhumations only.

The exhumations were carried out using a mechanical digger for
opening graves, and manually as appropriate. The disinterred
remains and all timbers were placed in plastic lined coffins
which were then sealed and marked with an identifying name and
coffin no. The name and number were then recorded. The
coffins were transported to Glasnevin Crematorium or held in a

secure storage area adjacent to the graveyard pending
transport to the crematorium.

The exhumation proceedings were stopped twice by the Eastern
Health Board:~

(1) 24/8/93: to ensure that all coffins being sent to the

crematorium would be cremated within 48 hours (as
required by the 1lst Department of the Environment
Licence). The no. being exhumed at that time was in

excess of the capablility of the crematorium the
following day. The cremations were also subject to
delays as the crematorium had to await consent forms from
the Coroners Office in order to proceed with each

cremation =~ this organisation of the consent forms was a
function of the undertakers.



The exhumations were allowed recommence at 8a.m. 25/8/93.

(2) 28/8/93 : 133 remains were exhumed i.e. the number
permitted by the Department of the Environment licence
and the additional licence was required.

All exhumed remains except one, were transported to the
crematorium and cremated within 48 hours as required by the
exhumation licence. The remains of Elizabeth (1983)
were sought by her family. Under advice from the Department
of the Environment the remains were handed over to the family

as of 30/8/93 and were re-interred in the family plot in
Glasnevin on Wednesday 2/9/93.

The 2nd Department of the Environment exhumation licence,
which permitted the exhumation of all human remains interred
at the graveyard, was granted on the 2nd September, 1993 and
the exhumations recommenced and were completed on Thursday 3rd
September, 1993. An additional 22 remains were exhumed. The
procedure regarding recoffining and transporting to the
crematorium was followed as before. To ensure that all human
remains were exhumed from the graveyard, a trench was dug
accross the length of the unmarked ground to the front of the
graveyard. All soil removed was clean and there was no

evidence of any further unmarked burials within the area of
the graveyard.

The final day of exhumations was attended by Dr. John

Harbison, State Pathologist (for scientific/research
purposes).

Identification of remains Where possible the remains were
identified by the coffin breast-plate. 24 remains were
identified by name and/or date in this way. Ref List 3.

Most remains were identified by the grave markings i.e. a
white metal cross with name plates, unless the nature of the
original coffin €g. the presence of plastic lining or the
positive identification of an upper coffin, indicated that the

grave marking was incorrect. In such cases the remains were
maked "unknown".

Several recent burials were i.e. 1970’s/1980’s were unmarked
in the graveyard. Fortunately, legible breast-plates were
found for most, 1In list 2 an attempt is made to correlate the
religious or lay name as found at the grave or coffin with the
religious or lay name listed in the licence.

In total 155 human remains were exhumed from the graveyard and
subsequently cremated.

The original licence listed 133 names

133 names
of these 30 were not located -30

103
An additional 32 remains were identified which +32
were not included in the licence 135

and 20 unmarked, unidentified remains were found  +20

Total 155 remains



Ref. List 2

All exhumations and removals to the crematorium were
supervised by an Environmental Health Officer, Eastern Health
Board. All exhumations and removals were carried outwith due

care and decency and in such a manner as not to endanger
public health.

The requirements of the Environmental Health Office, as

specified prior to the commencement of the exhumations, were
complied with.

The following additional 1lists are provided for reference,
statistical and information purposes.

LIST 1 : Exhumation Records - in order of date and grave no.

LIST 2

Exhumation Records - Names in chronological order
with possible lay names and licence reference no.

LIST 3

Remains exhumed and identified by coffin breast-plate
(name and/or date).

LIST 4

Remains identified by grave marking or breast-plate
which were not included in the Department of the
Environment Exhumation Licence Ref. No. L55/66/29/33

LIST 5

Names included in Department of the Environment

Licence Ref No. I.5566/29/33 for which no identifiable
remains were obtained.

LIST 6

Schedule of Exhumations, also ref. List 1.

Copies of all licences, correspondence and a map of the
graveyard prior to the exhumations, are on file.

MARY LEE,
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH OFFICER
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