










The Sisters of Our Lady of Charity were scrupulous in registering the deaths of their 
residents and there is no reason whatsoever to believe that any person was ever buried 
from High Park or from Sean MacDennott Street without the fullest attention being given 
to this matter. The house names or consecrate names were never used to register the 
person's death. 

As a professional academic with a long-standing involvement in historical research (PhD 
1993), with considerable experience of directing research (having supervised I think x 15 
doctoral theses and c.60 Master's theses to date, and also several postdoctoral projects, 
and some hundreds of undergraduate projects and essays, in both UCD and now NUI 
Maynooth), I must state that the research in this matter has been pursued in so far as the 
records will allow. 

All the draft notes surrounding this research, dating from 2003 onwards, are stored here 
in the archives at Beechlawn (reference: OLC 1 / 8 / 1 no. 22), where I showed them to 
Detective Garda Martin Wall and Detective Garda Mick Mulligan when they visited on 
Thursday 25 March 2010. The original paper records which deal with admissions, deaths 
and burials, the GRO certificates, and the electronic database, are part of the archive and 
have their own catalogue numbers (as per enclosed extract). This coming week I will 
supply Sister Sheila Murphy, the regional superior of the Sisters of Our Lady of Charity 
in Ireland, with a final list of the names and dates of death of all the residents interred in 
Glasnevin, which I am happy to vouch is as full and accurate as is humanly possible. 

I am currently completing an independent, scholarly history of the work of the sisters ·of 
Our Lady of Charity in Ireland, from 1853 to the 1970s, the final draft of which I hope 
will be with the publisher this summer (2010). In this book legitimate queries around St. 
Mary's Asylum, High Park and the Magdalen Asylum Gloucester Street I Sean 
MacDermott Street will be addressed, in particular the numbers of entrances, exits, length 
of stay, ages of residents, etc. The slow work of constructing an electronic database ( of c. 
9,000 women residents), and the professional arrangement and description of the 
historical records have delayed the completion of this work, but I look forward to being 
able to progress it without any further interruptions. 

Dr. Jacinta Prunty 
Senior lecturer in History, National University of Ireland Maynooth 
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