
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For Immediate Release, 11th August 2017 
 
JFMR strongly welcomes UNCAT recommendations on Magdalene Laundries  
 
JFM Research (JFMR) strongly welcomes the UN Committee Against Torture’s (UNCAT) concluding observations on 
the Magdalene Laundries. We are deeply grateful to UNCAT for its continued commitment to survivors of the 
Magdalene Laundries and others affected by historic abuses. The Committee has further demonstrated this 
commitment by including its Magdalene Laundries recommendations in the follow-up issues that the State is being 
asked to update the Committee on within one year. 
 
JFMR submitted a comprehensive report to UNCAT (compiled by Maeve O’Rourke) in advance of its examination of 
Ireland on 27th and 28th July 2017. The report outlined the State’s ongoing failure to comply with the Convention 
Against Torture and numerous other international human rights treaties. Despite issuing a State apology to Magdalene 
survivors in 2013, the government continues to deny that the State is ‘liable’ for the treatment of girls and women in 
Magdalene Laundries. The government further denies that it has any knowledge or suspicion that gross and 
systematic human rights violations occurred in Magdalene Laundries. In fact, the government argues that the findings 
of the McAleese inquiry into State involvement with the institutions, which had no mandate or powers to investigate 
alleged abuse, demonstrate that ‘systematic torture or ill treatment of a criminal nature’ did not occur in Magdalene 
Laundries. As a result, the government denies that there is any need for a truth-telling process or large-scale 
independent investigation regarding the Magdalene Laundries abuse. It refuses to contemplate compelling the public 
production of archival evidence from the relevant religious congregations or the Catholic hierarchy, and it refuses to 
release its own archive of State records regarding the Magdalene Laundries to the public.  [Links to the JFMR report 
and appendices are available in the Notes to Editors] 
 
UNCAT rightly recognises that the McAleese inquiry falls far short of the Committee’s original recommendations on 
the issue in 2011. In this regard it has again called on the Irish State to undertake ‘a thorough, impartial investigation 
into allegations of ill-treatment of women at the Magdalen Laundries that has the power to compel the production of all 
relevant facts and evidence, and if appropriate, ensure the prosecution and punishment of perpetrators’. UNCAT also 
points to the ‘inadequate steps’ taken by the State to ‘uncover all available evidence of abuses held by private 
institutions’ or to ensure that ‘victims are able to access information that could support their claims’ and it links these 
failures to the McAleese Committee’s decision to return ‘the records provided by the religious congregations’ to them. 
 
JFMR particularly welcomes UNCAT’s call on the Irish State to strengthen its efforts to a) ensure that Magdalene 
survivors obtain redress; b) ensure that survivors have the right to bring civil actions regardless of whether they have 
participated in the ex gratia scheme; and c) ensure that ‘claims concerning historical abuses can continue to be 
brought “in the interests of justice”’. The Committee also called on the State to further publicise the ex gratia scheme 
to survivors living overseas and to fully implement all of Mr Justice Quirke’s recommendations, including consultation 
with survivors on an appropriate memorial.  
 
Finally, and crucially, UNCAT has told the Irish State to ensure that survivors and their representatives have access to 
public and private archives with relevant information on the Magdalene Laundries. 
 

[ENDS] 
 

Contact Details:  
Please note that due to circumstances beyond our control, JFMR has a limited number of people available for 
interview at the moment. If you wish to speak to a representative, please email: info@jfmresearch.com and we will do 
our best to accommodate you.  
 

Notes to Editors:   
 

• UNCAT Concluding Observations: 
http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/Treaties/CAT/Shared%20Documents/IRL/INT_CAT_COC_IRL_28491_E.pdf  
 

• JFMR Report to UNCAT: http://jfmresearch.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/JFMR-report-to-CAT-for-the-
session-2017-Main-Report.pdf (appendix here: http://jfmresearch.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/Appendix-
to-JFMR-report-to-CAT-for-the-session-2017.pdf)  
 

• JFMR UNCAT page: http://jfmresearch.com/home/restorative-justice/accountability/uncat-submissions/uncat-
2017/  

 


